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Happy Poetry Month!
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April is Poetry Month! We’re celebrating by creating a Poet Tree. We’re constructing a construction paper tree trunk, but we need leaves! The leaves will be poems (thus making a poet tree, well ok, it’ll be a poem tree, but there’s no pun in that!) Please bring us (or send us via email) your favorite poem and we’ll add it to our tree! The poem can be an original or a favorite of another poet. If your favorite poem is long, feel free to pick your favorite part of it. 

Doug Wood Event
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Doug Wood will be at the Park Rapids Library on Monday, April 5th at 2:30PM. Note date correction. Visit
http://krls.org/events/events_legacy.html for more information on Wood's presentation.

Sister Wolf Books to Open!
Sister Wolf Books will open for the summer on May 5 at 10AM! Stop by for conversation and to get the first two books for each of the women's book groups. Several other businesses in Dorset will also be open by the 5th, including
Companeros, which will be celebrating Cinco de Mayo. Start your summer with a May visit to Dorset!
2010 Minnesota Book Awards
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The Awards are coming! The Awards are coming! The 22nd annual gala celebrating the Minnesota Book Awards will be Saturday, April 17th at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in St. Paul. For tickets, visit: http://www.thefriends.org
The finalists are!:

Children’s Literature

The Longest Night by Marion Dane Bauer; Ted Lewin, Illustrator

Red Sings from Treetops: A Year in Colors by Joyce Sidman; Pamela Zagarenski, Illustrator

Song of Middle C by Alison McGhee; Scott Menchin, Illustrator

Stampede! Poems to Celebrate the Wild Side of School by Laura Purdie Salas; Steven Salerno, Illustrator

Genre Fiction

Frag Box by Richard A. Thompson

Jelly’s Gold by David Housewright

Rough Country by John Sandford

The Silent Governess by Julie Klassen

General Nonfiction

Drink This: Wine Made Simple by Dara Moskowitz Grumdahl

I Go to America: Swedish American Women and the Life of Mina Anderson by Joy K. Lintelman

Journeywell: A Guide to Quality Aging byTrish Herbert

Richard Parkes Bonington: The Complete Paintings by Patrick Noon

Memoir & Creative Nonfiction

The Bullhead Queen: A Year on Pioneer Lake by Sue Leaf

Going Blind: A Memoir by Mara Faulkner

Kevin Kling’s Holiday Inn by Kevin Kling

The Wolf at Twilight: An Indian Elder’s Journey through a Land of Ghosts and Shadows by Kent Nerburn

Novel & Short Story

The Annunciations of Hank Meyerson, Mama’s Boy and Scholar by Scott Muskin

The Book of Night Women by Marlon James

A Travel Guide for Reckless Hearts by N. M. Kelby

The Turtle Catcher by Nicole Helget

Poetry

Faith Run by Ray Gonzalez

Wish I Had a Heart Like Yours, Walt Whitman by Jude Nutter

Skirmish by Dobby Gibson

Unrest by Joanna Rawson

Young People’s Literature

Crows & Cards by Joseph Helgerson

Lucy Long Ago: Uncovering the Mystery of Where We Came From by Catherine Thimmesh

The Magician’s Elephant by Kate DiCamillo

The Sky Always Hears Me and the Hills Don’t Mind by Kirstin Cronn-Mills
Minnesota

Honor Bright: A Century of Scouting in Northern Star Council by Dave Kenney

Jewel of Como: The Marjorie McNeely Conservatory by Leigh Roethke and Bonnie Blodgett

Minneapolis in the Twentieth Century: The Growth of an American City by Iric Nathanson

Opening Goliath: Danger and Discovery in Caving by Cary J. Griffith

Midwest Connections Picks
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     April Picks:

Motherhood: A Radio Collection CD by Garrison Keillor $24.95
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 Collected from live radio broadcasts of A Prairie Home Companion, these humorous and heart-warming stories and songs celebrate the ups and downs of motherhood. Motherhood  includes News from Lake Wobegon, and guest appearances from Robin and Linda Williams, Inga Swearingen, Vern Sutton, Prudence Johnson, the Rankin Family, and more.

“She brought you forth out of the cloud of genetics and fed and clothed you and taught you to wipe yourself and say Please and Thank You and never expected you to pay her back, only that you behave appropriately and try to make something of yourself and not land in prison but if you had, she’d love you because after all she’s your Mother.”
      —Garrison Keillor
The Cradle: A Novel by Patrick Somerville $13.99
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 Early one summer morning, Matthew Bishop kisses his still-sleeping wife Marissa, gets dressed and eases his truck through Milwaukee, bound for the highway. His wife, pregnant with their first child, has asked him to find the antique cradle taken years before by her mother Caroline when she abandoned Marissa, never to contact her daughter again. Soon to be a mother herself, Marissa now dreams of nothing else but bringing her baby home to the cradle she herself slept in. His wife does not know, does not want to know, where her mother lives, but Matt has an address for Caroline's sister nearby and with any luck, he will be home in time for dinner. As Matt tries to track down his wife's mother, he discovers that Caroline, upon leaving Marissa, has led a life increasingly plagued by impulse and irrationality, a mysterious life that grows more inexplicable with each new lead Matt gains, and door he enters. As hours turn into days and Caroline's trail takes Matt from Wisconsin to Minnesota, Illinois, and beyond in search of the cradle, Matt makes a discovery that will forever change Marissa's life, and faces a decision that will challenge everything he has ever known. (Synopsis from www.powells.com)
The Tale of Halcyon Crane by Wendy Webb $15
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 A young woman travels alone to a remote island to uncover a past she never knew was hers in this modern ghost story. When a 
mysterious letter lands in Hallie James’s mailbox, her life is upended. Hallie was raised by her loving father, having been told her mother died in a fire decades earlier. But it turns out that her mother, Madlyn, was alive until very recently. Why would Hallie’s father have taken her away from Madlyn? What really happened to her family thirty years ago? In search of answers, Hallie travels to the place where her mother lived, a remote island in the middle of the Great Lakes. The stiff islanders fix her first with icy stares and then unabashed amazement as they recognize why she looks so familiar, and Hallie quickly realizes her family’s dark secrets are enmeshed in the history of this strange place. But not everyone greets her with such a chilly reception—a coffee-shop owner and the family’s lawyer both warm to Hallie, and the possibility of romance blooms. And then there’s the grand Victorian house bequeathed to her—maybe it’s the eerie atmosphere or maybe it’s the prim, elderly maid who used to work for her mother, but Hallie just can’t shake the feeling that strange things are starting to happen . . .
Never Land: Adventures, Wonder, and One World Record in a Very Small Plane by W. Scott Olsen $24.95
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 According to W. Scott Olsen, there are two reasons for flying. The first is just to get somewhere. The second has nothing to do with destination. It is this second reason, expressing our deepest curiosity and our longings for infinity, grace, and clarity that Never Land explores. At once frankly philosophical and engagingly practical, the book combines accounts of touring in the air, the history of flight, the 
sensations of flying, and the technical acts and facts of navigating, piloting, lifting off, and landing.

 As it brings together many views on flight, Never Land also chronicles Olsen’s own personal journey—his experiences and the shift in his perspective as he goes from green beginner to seasoned pilot. Whether reflecting on airmail delivery, plotting routes from above, interviewing veterans, learning aerobatic moves, 
or encountering history in the making, Olsen makes the feel of flying a reality for his earthbound readers. Albeit a personal narrative, his book is ultimately a celebration of aviation that brings to bear the intellectual precision, emotional passion, exhilarating risk, and incalculable reward behind the human desire to fly.

Staff Picks




           

Linda: 

Born Under a Million Shadows by Andrea Busfield $14
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 Linda says: An enchanting and heartbreaking story of life in present-day Afghanistan told through the eyes of Fawad, an 

11-year-old boy.  Having lost most of his family during the Taliban regime, Fawad still finds much good in his life.  When his mother finds a position as a housekeeper for three foreigners, Fawad's life changes dramatically as he forms a special bond with Georgie and through 

her the powerful Afghan warlord Haji Khan.  This 

look inside Afghanistan, both during the Taliban rule and now with US military still fighting a war there, make for a story that will have you wanting to learn a lot more about Afghanistan.

The White Tiger by Aravind Adiga $14 
The Whistling Season and Work Song by Ivan Doig $14 & $25.95 
Secrets of Eden by Chris Bohjalian $25 
The Tale of Halycon Crane by Wendy Webb $15 
The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy $14.95
Velva Jean Learns to Drive by Jennifer Niven $15
The Lost City of Z by David Gramm $15.95 Linda says: Reading this book about the real life 
explorer Percy Fawcett and his explorations into 
uncharted territories in the Amazon forest was mesmerizing.  (And it didn't hurt that husband John and I were actually exploring in the Amazonian rainforest while we were devouring this book.)  Fawcett made more than 20 trips into some of the worst conditions imaginable, and on his last one his son, the son's best friend and Fawcett disappeared, never to be found.  If you like to read about adventure, this is definitely the book for you!
Note from Jennifer: I’m not sure, but I think Linda may be having a private contest with Sister Wolf Books. She could end up reading more titles than Sister Wolf carries (
Gail:

Up at the Villa: Travels with My Husband by Linda Dini Jenkins $17.95
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Ghostly Tales of Minnesota by Ruth D. Hein $7.95

Bait and Switch by Barbara Ehrenreich $13
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Newsletter Coupon

 [image: image13.png]





20% off any one book.

Jennifer: 




          
Savor: Mindful Eating, Mindful Life by Thich Nhat Hanh and Dr. Lillian Cheung $25.99
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 Jennifer says: A great blend of spirituality, health, nutrition, and well-being all in one book!
Shanghai Girls by Lisa See on audio $39.95
Jody:

Why Is God Laughing?: The Path to Joy and Spiritual Optimism by Deepak Chopra $12
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Botany of Desire by Michael Pollan $16

Anam Cara: A Book of Celtic Wisdom by John O’Donohue $14.99

Eat, Pray, Love: One Woman's Search for Everything Across Italy, India, and Indonesia by Elizabeth Gilbert $16
Destiny of Souls by Michael Newton $16.95
Sally:


Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese $15.95
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 Sally says: I'm reading Cutting for Stone for one of my book groups. Even though we're reading the book over two months, the length (648 pages) was daunting--until I
began to read. It's a wonderful book, and the reading goes very quickly. Marion and Shiva are 

identical twins, the sons of an Indian nun and an American doctor with whom she worked at a mission hospital in Addis Abba, Ethiopia. The 
twins approach adolescence about the time Ethiopia approaches revolution. Even though the setting is unfamiliar to me, the characters are so human, and the story pulls me along. 

Cindie:

Russian Fairy Tales by Gillian Avery $15.95
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Mists of Avalon by Marion Zimmer Bradley $18

Youth Yak 

Shark vs. Train by Chris Barton $16.99
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 Jennifer says: My new favorite picture book is Shark vs. Train! If a shark and a train competed, who would win? That depends, as author Chris Barton shows us through a series of scenarios: in the ocean, on railroad tracks, in hot-air balloons, trick-or-treating… Then again, some things would be tricky for both sharks and trains: playing hide-a-seek, playing video games, you get the point… This is one of the funniest picture books I’ve read!

Cindie’s Pick: 
The Easter Egg by Jan Brett $17.99
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Mamba Point by Kurtis Scaletta $16.99
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 When his dad gets a job at the U.S. embassy in Liberia, twelve-year-old Linus Tuttle knows it's his chance for a fresh start. Instead of 
being his typical anxious self, from now on he'll be cooler and bolder: the new Linus.
But as soon as his family gets off the plane, they 

see a black mamba--one of the deadliest snakes in Africa. Linus's parents insist mambas are rare, but the neighborhood is called Mamba Point, and Linus can barely go outside without tripping over one--he's sure the venomous serpents are drawn to him. Then he hears about kasengs, and the belief that some people have a deep, mysterious connection to certain animals.
 
Unless Linus wants to hide in his apartment forever (drawing or playing games with the strange kid downstairs while his older brother meets girls and hangs out at the pool), he has to get over his fear of his kaseng animal. Soon he's not only keeping a black mamba in his laundry hamper; he's also feeling braver than ever before. Is it his resolution to become the new Linus, or does his sudden confidence have something to do with his scaly new friend?

We’ve confirmed children’s author Kurtis Scaletta as a guest at the Dorset Festival of Authors and Artists on June 25th! We’ll have more details for you as the event draws nearer, but mark your calendars now! Scaletta is the author of Mudville, now available in paperback for $7.99. Scaletta’s new book, Mamba Point, is due out July 13! Even though Mamba won’t be released until after Scaletta’s appearance at the Festival, you can pre-order the book and have the author sign a 
bookplate for you, and of course, you’ll want to get a signed copy of Mudville! 
Book Group Picks
Beagle Books Womens Book Group

Saturday, April 10th at 10AM:

Shanghai Girls by Lisa See $15
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Beagle Books Mens Book Group
Tuesday, April 20th at 8AM:

Einstein's God: Conversations about Science and the Human Spiritby Krista Tippett $16 
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Sister Wolf Book Groups

Coming soon!!

Feel free to email Sally with suggestions:

sisterwolfbooks@arvig.net
Park Rapids Friends of the Library Book Group

Friday, April 16th at 10:30AM at the library:

The Zookeeper’s Wife by Diane Ackerman $14.95
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Blue Stocking Society Book Club (closed group)

April 14th:

The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery $15
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