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Midwest Booksellers Association Trade Show

[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]o





Sally & Walter Mondale
Sally, Jen & Suzanne Collins

 (YES, MONDALE!!)
(YES, SUZANNE COLLINS!!)

One of the highlights of our year is the annual Trade Show. We meet authors, publishers, fellow booksellers, attend educational sessions, and shamelessly take photos of ourselves with the most famous in attendance and flaunt them to our friends. 

Walter Mondale has just released a new book called Good Fight: A Life in Liberal Politics. Yes, we do have signed copies!! 
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For those of you who don’t know Suzanne Collins, she’s a hugely popular YA author. (Mega-big, as in, she’s heading towards Harry Potter-ish fame). Collins’ first series was The Underland Chronicles. Her second series, for which her book sales exploded, is The Hunger Games. Book three in the trilogy, Mockingjay, was released in August. 
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Midwest Connections Picks
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October Picks

Penny Loafers & Bobby Pins: Tales and Tips from Growing Up in the '50s and '60s by Sanvidge sisters $18.95
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 In the fifties, sleek Mixmasters were replacing rusty eggbeaters, and new pressure cookers blew their tops in kitchens all over town. There were kids everywhere, and new ranch-style houses filled vacant lots. . . . Turquoise Studebakers and dusty-rose Chevy Bel Airs with flamboyant fins and lots of chrome replaced dark pre-war cars. Cameras took color snapshots instead of black-and-white. We wore red canvas tennis shoes and lemon yellow shorts, and bright blue popsicles melted down our chins." -from the Introduction

In Penny Loafers & Bobby Pins, the four Sanvidge sisters, whose birthdates span the Baby Boomer period, present a lively chronicle of growing up in the 1950s and 1960s in a small Midwestern town. Each sister writes about the facets of her childhood she remembers best, and their lighthearted stories are illustrated with period photos. Sprinkled with mentions of pedal pushers, home permanents, and "two-tone" cars; early TV shows and the first rock and roll; hula hoops, Tiny Tears, and Mr. Potato Head (played with a real potato); and memories of their grandparents who lived nearby, Penny Loafers & 
Bobby Pins also features "how-tos" for re-creating the fads, foods, crafts, and games the Sanvidge sisters recall in their stories.


In their first book, Apple Betty & Sloppy Joe, the Sanvidge sisters gathered food memories and recipes from their Midwestern Baby Boomer childhood. In Penny Loafers & Bobby Pins you'll find out what they were up to - when they weren't eating.
Safe from the Sea by Peter Geye $24.95
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 Set against the powerful lakeshore landscape of northern Minnesota, Safe from the Sea is a heartfelt novel in which a son returns home to reconnect with his estranged and dying father thirty-five years after the tragic wreck of a Great Lakes ore boat. When his father for the first time finally tells the story of the horrific disaster he has carried with him so long, it leads the two men to reconsider each other.  

Meanwhile, Noah’s own struggle to make a life with an absent father has found its real reward in his relationship with his sagacious wife, Natalie, whose complications with infertility issues have marked her husband’s life in ways he only fully realizes as the reconciliation with his father takes shape.  

Peter Geye has delivered an archetypal story of a father and son, of the tug and pull of family bonds, of Norwegian immigrant culture, of dramatic shipwrecks and the business and adventure of Great Lakes shipping in a setting that simply casts a spell over the characters as well as the reader. 
Possum Trot by J. Harley McIlrath $16.95
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 The pieces in this collection form a lament for a way of life mostly gone. “The family farm is dead. Did you know?” says one character within. “E.B. White writes Charlotte’s Web today, it takes place in a hog confinement. Imagine Wilbur living in a concentration camp for pigs.” Still, these pieces are neither nostalgic nor sentimental. Boys bear burdens heavier than is just—they discover truths at too early an age. Woven through-out is the strong, unspoken love between fathers and sons, sons and fathers. But perhaps these pieces, this Possum Trot, form not a lament, but a celebration of life. There is laughter here, the laughter that comes after the funeral, when the family is gathered in the home, the casseroles have been eaten and the boys are playing catch in their church clothes. The men have taken off their jackets and rolled their sleeves, and the women are pouring coffee. “Do you remember when…?” someone says. They do remember, and they laugh. There are tears in their eyes because one of the family is missing. But those tears are mixed with tears of laughter, because look around you. Here we all are. Still here. Alive and kicking.
Staff Picks
  



      Linda: 

 Fly Away Home by Jennifer Weiner $26.99 [image: image9.jpg]Fly Away Home
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Vermillion Drift by William Kent Krueger

Sally: 





    Starting from Scratch by Susan Gilbert-Collins $15.00 
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 Sally says: After returning home for her mother's funeral, Olivia finds herself unable to return to her life in grad school. As she
immerses herself in her mother's kitchen, she finds solace in cooking, an interest she and her mother shared. Her life is filled with family, old secrets, and a changing relationship with a close friend as she begins to heal.

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins $8.99
Sally says: I began reading this book before our recent Trade Show, knowing that we'd be having dinner with the author. The story is set in North America in the future. The nation of Panem keep the surrounding districts subjugated and, each
year, a boy and a girl from each district are forced to participate in The Hunger Games, a fight to the death which is televised live. The book is fast paced and suspenseful. It's a great book for young adult readers--and for adults.

The Red Pyramid by Rick Riordan on audio $29.99 (hardcover is $17.99) Sally says: This is the first book in The Kane Chronicles, Riordan's new
series for young adult readers. 

Gail: 

Tracker by Gary Paulsen $5.99

[image: image11.jpg]NEWBERY HONOR AUTHOR

PAULSEN.





Jennifer: 




        Down and Derby: The Insider’s Guide to Roller Derby by Alex Cohen & Jennifer Barbee $15.95 
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 Jen says: Yes, I really am reading this! I sat with Alex Cohen, one of the co-authors at lunch at the Trade Show this past weekend. Alex is the host of All Things Considered on Public Radio in California. You’d never guess by looking at her that some people call her “Axles of Evil”. I even discovered there’s a roller derby league in Bemidji! This Saturday night, Megan and I will be there! (To WATCH) Remedies by Kate Ledger $15

        Sem: The Ordinary Mind by Rod Hunt $15.50 *Rod is a local author, we plan to host a signing for him this fall – we’ll keep you posted!

        
     




     Cindie:




          The Instructions by Adam Levin $29 (quite a bargain considering the book is 1000+ pages!!) [image: image13.jpg]ADAM LEVIN



 Cindie got to sit next to the author at the Trade Show during a lunch!


          

Jody:

..and she sparkled by Joan Steffend $16.95
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Youth Yak

Featured Title!

Museum of Thieves by Lian Tanner $16.99
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 Welcome to the tyrannical city of Jewel, where impatience is a sin and boldness is a crime.
Goldie Roth has lived in Jewel all her life. Like every child in the city, she wears a silver guard chain and is forced to obey the dreaded Blessed Guardians. She has never done anything by herself and won’t be allowed out on the streets unchained until Separation Day.
When Separation Day is canceled, Goldie, who has always been both impatient and bold, runs away, risking not only her own life but also the lives of those she has left behind. In the chaos that follows, she is lured to the mysterious Museum of Dunt, where she meets the boy Toadspit and discovers terrible secrets. Only the cunning mind of a thief can understand the museum’s strange, shifting rooms. Fortunately, Goldie has a talent for thieving.
Which is just as well, because the leader of the Blessed Guardians has his own plans for the museum—plans that threaten the lives of everyone Goldie loves. And it will take a daring thief to stop him. . . .
Museum of Thieves is a thrilling tale of destiny and danger, and of a courageous girl who has never been allowed to grow up—until now.
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Fall Picks:

Elsie’s Bird by Jane Yolen & David Small $17.99
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 Elsie is a city girl. She loves the noise of the cobbled streets of Boston. But when her mother dies and her father moves them to the faraway prairies of Nebraska, Elsie hears only the silence, and she feels alone in the wide sea of grass. Her only comfort is her canary, Timmy Tune. But when Timmy flies out the window, Elsie is forced to run after him, into the tall grass of the prairie, where she’s finally able to hear the voice of the prairie: beautiful and noisy and she begins to feel at home.
Moon over Manifest by Clare Vanderpool $16.99
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 Abilene Tucker feels abandoned. Her father has put her on a train, sending her off to live with an old friend for the summer while he works a railroad job. Armed only with a few possessions and her list of universals, Abilene jumps off the train in Manifest, Kansas, aiming to learn about the boy her father once was.
Having heard stories about Manifest, Abilene is disappointed to find that it’s just a dried-up, worn-out old town. But her disappointment quickly turns to excitement when she discovers a hidden cigar box full of mementos, including some old letters that mention a spy known as the Rattler. These mysterious letters send Abilene 
and her new friends, Lettie and Ruthanne, on an honest-to-goodness spy hunt, even though they are warned to “Leave Well Enough Alone.”
Abilene throws all caution aside when she heads down the mysterious Path to Perdition to pay a debt to the reclusive Miss Sadie, a diviner who only tells stories from the past. It seems that Manifest’s history is full of colorful and shadowy characters—and long-held secrets. The more Abilene hears, the more determined she is to learn just what role her father played in that history. And as Manifest’s secrets are laid bare one by one, Abilene begins to weave her own story into the fabric of the town.
Stork by Wendy Delsol $15.99
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 Sixteen-year-old Katla has just moved from Los Angeles to the sticks of Minnesota. As if it weren’t enough that her trendy fashion sense draws stares, she learns to her horror that she’s a member of an ancient order of women who decide to whom certain babies will be born. Add to that Wade, the arrogant football star whom Katla regrettably fooled around with, and Jack, a gorgeous farm boy who initially seems to hate her. Soon Katla is having freaky dreams about a crying infant and learns that, as children, she and Jack shared a near-fatal, possibly mystical experience. Can Katla survive this major life makeover and find a dress for the homecoming dance? Drawing from Norse mythology and inspired by The Snow Queen by Hans Christian Andersen, debut author Wendy Delsol conceives an irreverent, highly entertaining novel about embracing change and the (baby) bumps along the way.
Book Group Picks

Beagle Books Mens Book Group

Tuesday, October 19th at 8AM: 

Freedom by Jonathan Franzen $28
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Beagle Books Womens Book Group

Wednesday, October 13th at 6PM:

Remedies by Kate Ledger $15
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 **Author Kate Ledger will join us via Skype!!
What is YOUR book group reading?? We’d love to know! 
P.S.

Our Park Rapids bookstore is no longer called Beagle Books. It is now Beagle Books & BINDERY ( Jen is now accepting books for repair.
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