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Polly Grose recently joined the Womens’ Wednesday morning book group at Sister Wolf for a discussion of her book, A London Scrapbook. What a treat! Below is a picture of Sally with Polly.
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The Dorset Festival of Authors and Artists will be held in Dorset on Friday, June 19th 5-9 PM. Authors will be at Sister Wolf Books from 6-8 PM. We’re expecting 13 authors, including Douglas Wood, the author of Old Turtle. Artists will on the boardwalk, and some will be demonstrating how they create their work. Restaurants will have themed specials. Come and join the fun! Don’t miss it!
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Tails on the Trail at Heartland Park on Saturday, June 6th – Beagle Books will have a booth, join us!
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Kids Garden Club at Beagle Books begins in June – see Youth Yak for details!
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Did you miss Cathy Wurzer at Beagle Books in May? We have a limited number of signed copies of Tales of the Road still available.
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Midwest Connections Picks

[image: image8.png]N

Pk




June Picks are:
Methland: The Death and Life of an American Small Town by Nick Reding $25
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    Oelwein, Iowa is like thousand of other small towns across the county. It has been left in the dust by the consolidation of the agricultural industry, a depressed local economy and an out-migration of people. If this wasn't enough to deal with, an incredibly cheap, long-lasting, and highly addictive drug has come to town, touching virtually everyone's lives. Journalist Nick Reding reported this story over a period of four years, and he brings us into the heart of the town through an ensemble cast of intimately drawn characters, including: Clay Hallburg, the town doctor, who fights meth even as he struggles with his own alcoholism; Nathan Lein, the town prosecutor, whose case load is filled almost exclusively with meth-related crime, and Jeff Rohrick, who is still trying to kick a meth habit after four years. 
Methland is a portrait of a community under siege, of the lives the drug has devastated, and of the heroes who continue to fight the war. It will appeal to readers of David Sheff's bestselling Beautiful Boy, and serve as inspiration for those who believe in the power of everyday people to change their world for the better.

A Prayer for the Dying by Stewart O’Nan $14
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Set in Friendship, Wisconsin, just after the Civil War, A Prayer for the Dying tells of a horrible epidemic that is suddenly and gruesomely killing the town's residents and setting off a terrifying paranoia. Jacob Hansen, Friendship's sheriff, undertaker, and pastor, is soon overwhelmed by the fear and anguish around him, and his sanity begins to fray. Dark, poetic, and chilling, A Prayer for the Dying examines the effect of madness and violence on the morality of a once-decent man.
Staff Picks




           Bob:





          Shimmer by Eric Barnes $25.95
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Brian:                                                            
Boy Meets Boy by David Levithan $8.95
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Looking for Alaska byJohn Green $7.99
Brian says: I used lines from both books in my graduation speech: "I am going to seek a great perhaps" from Alaska (and Francois Rabelais) and "I find my greatest strength in wanting to be 
strong, my greatest bravery in deciding to be brave" from Boy Meets Boy. Another bit of info, Green and Levithan are currently working on a book together and it will probably be the best thing ever. EVER.
Linda: 




       Home Safe by Elizabeth Berg $25
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The God of War by Marisa Silver $14



A London Scrapbook by Polly Grose $16.95
The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver on audio. Linda says: I read The Poisonwood Bible when it was first published, but I love Kingsolver’s writing so much that I periodically treat myself to having one read to me again while I drive. 

Hannah:
Burnt Shadows by Kamila Shamsie $14
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Hannah says: I'm so impressed with this novel! The narrative begins during World War II in Japan and moves west through India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and finally ends in New York with 9/11. The characters are a mixture of Japanese, Indian, English, German, and American people and they are all intertwined and connected to each other during times of war and uncertainty. It's a fabulous story, compelling and completely interesting. 


    A Passage to India by  E. M. Forster $13.95
                                                
                                                                 Rhoda:                                               
          Who is Mark Twain by Mark Twain $19.99
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        Guilty Pleasures by Laurell K. Hamilton $15.99
10 Big Ones by Janet Evanovich on audio $34.95     Rhoda says: Hilarious!  I think it's much more fun to listen to than read - the reader is great!
  
Gail:





        Coop by Michael Perry $25.99
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          Gail says:                                                                   What makes a good book?  I think it is one that has some humor, a little suspense, a few tears, some passages that make you think, and, after the last page a feeling that the author has gotten it right.  Who can write that kind of book?  Michael Perry gets it right in his latest book called Coop. Married with a 6 year old stepdaughter and now a new daughter of his own, Michael writes about family, friends, and farm life in Wisconsin. In Coop, we read about:
*Michael's attempts at blending together his new family.
*Building housing for chickens and pigs (he's not the carpenter that his brothers are)
*The long hours he and wife, Anneliese, put in and little Miss Shake N Bake.
Looking back at growing up in his own family, Michael reminisces about his siblings including the foster children his parents take in.  Michael worries about his reaction to the new baby 
arriving.  A neighbor says it best and it's something for all to remember. "Love expands to fill the need." By the time the book ends you feel you know the family as if they were your own.  Michael Perry writes a book that appeals to both men and women, which is rare in an author. Where is the suspense, you say?  Will the coop be built before it's time to butcher the chickens?
Try Coop.  I think you'll be glad you did.
          The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows $14
Under a Midland Sky by Thomas Dean $17.95 Gail says: These are essays about weather in the Midwest. I liked it, especially the chapter on tornadoes.
The Quilt; Dancing Carl; Harris and Me;
Nightjohn by Gary Paulsen

                                                                                                                                               Sally:




        
       Lamb: The Gospel According to Biff, Christ's Childhood Pal by Christopher Moore $14.99
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 Sorrows of an American by Siri Hustvedt $14        Paper Towns by John Green on audio $29.99
Jennifer:       




   A London Scrapbook by Polly Grose $16.95
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                                                               Gregor and the Prophecy of Bane by Suzanne Collins on audio $39
Cindie:
Callings: Finding and Following an Authentic Life by Gregg Levoy $14.95
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Youth Yak

Kids Garden Club!

At Beagle Books, we’re partnering with the Master Gardeners and Forest & Floral of Park Rapids to create a Kids Garden Club! The club is free (plants will be donated by Forest & Floral) and open to kids 8-11 years old. We’ll meet from 10-11AM at Beagle Books the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month, beginning in June and continuing through August. Please RSVP Beagle Books: 237-2665 or beagle-books@comcast.net if planning to attend so we know how many Master Gardeners we need!

Cindie’s Picks:

How Robin Saved Spring by Debbie Ouellet, illustrated by Nicoletta Ceccoli $16.95
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Cindie says: A charming fairytale with gorgeous illustrations. I found myself recounting the story to my husband one evening and even he was enchanted!

The Composer is Dead by Lemony Snicket $17.99
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Cindie says: Perfect for any kid being introduced to the symphony, or any musician who has ever played in one! 

Book Review by Jen
House of Power (Atherton #1) by Patrick Carman $5.99 in paperback, $9.99 on CDs
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I recently decided to check out book one of a series by author Patrick Carman (author of Land of Elyon series) called Atherton. IT IS SO GOOD! (If I used font 3000, it wouldn’t be enough to convey my enthusiasm). Atherton is a world made up of three levels: the Highlands (home to the upper crust), the Tabletop (home to the workers), and the Flatlands (the mysterious place). The main character, Edgar, is a 12-year-old orphan who lives and works in Tabletop. Edgar is a climber, who secretly climbs on the cliffs at night and decides to climb all the way to the Highlands, strictly forbidden. Soon after, odd things begin to happen in Atherton and the three levels will be forced to come in contact. This is a series that will appeal to fans of The City of Ember series. For the maximum enjoyment of this tale, I encourage you to listen to the audio book. The audio is one of the best I’ve heard, complete with sound effects, you feel like you’re listening to a movie. Best of all, it’s the most reasonably priced audio book I’ve ever seen, only 
$9.99 on CDs!! I’ve got book two of Atherton Rivers of Fire to listen to this weekend and I can’t wait!
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Here are the latest Kids Midwest Connections Picks!:

Nico & Lola: Kindness Shared Between a Boy and a Dog by Meggan Hill, Photographs by Susan M. Graunke $16.95
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I couldn’t resist sharing this review by 7-1/2 year old Madeline:
“My favorite part of the story is when Nico hugged Lola good-bye. He was going to miss her after his Aunt Sue picked-up Lola after her vacation. I really liked all of the pictures a lot. The best picture is of Nico and Lola walking with neighbor friends in the park. I enjoyed reading this book because it was full of nice things and friends. “Nico & Lola” … is a good book about how to treat animals in your care. I learned how to show caring and kindness to animals. You should always give your dog water on a warm day after running a lot.
– Madeline McElroy, age 7 ½
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.

Julia Gillian (and the Quest for Joy) by Alison McGhee $16.99
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A new school year has started for Julia Gillian, and so far, it’s not going very well.  Her best friend, Bonwit Keller, doesn’t seem to want to be best friends anymore.  Learning to play the trumpet, once Julia Gillian’s hearts’ desire, is much more difficult than it looks.  And the school has hired an interim lunch monitor, the all-too-strict Mr. Wintz.  As Julia Gillian’s music teacher would say, “Where is the joy?”  Thankfully, Julia Gillian soon learns that sharing problems is often the only way to solve them.  Life is only as complicated - or as joyful - as we want it to be.

Note from Jen: If you haven’t read the first Julia Gillian, get moving! Julia is a WONDERFUL character. The first book, Julia Gillian (and the art of knowing) is now available in paperback for $6.99.

Book Group Picks
Beagle Books:
Beagle Men’s Book Group will be meeting Tuesday, June 16th at 8AM to discuss Plague of Doves by Louise Erdrich $14.99
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(Beagle Books cont.)

Faith Talk – Pastor Gary Walpole will lead a discussion of The Shack by William Young at Beagle Books on June 23th at 7PM 
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Beagle Women’s Book Group has taken the summer off –- check out the Sister Wolf Books book groups!
Sister Wolf Books

Wednesday Morning Womens Group:
6/17 @ 9AM
The Cellist of Sarajevo by Steven Galloway $15
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Thursday Evening Womens Group:

6/11 @ 7PM:

Famous Suicides of the Japanese Empire by David Mura $14.95
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(Sister Wolf Books cont.)

Poetry:

6/10 @ 10 AM

Evidence by Mary Oliver $23
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Faith Talk:

6/24 @ 7:30 PM

The Phoenix Affirmations: A New Vision for the Future of Christianity by Eric Ulnes $12.95
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