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Note from Sally

Last fall, we had to change our e-mail provider and every since we've struggled with our address book. Last month, a third party sent the newsletter, and mistakenly sent the draft. This month, the subscriber list has been re-done. Please let us know if we've made mistakes. As I've been saying since September, hopefully everything is correct now!
 -Sally
Happy Holidays!
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Did you miss the annual Park Rapids Tree Lighting and the traditional Black Friday deals offered by downtown Park Rapids businesses? If you did, you missed a good time, but not to worry – there’s still plenty of fun to be had at Beagle Books before the end of the year. Each week, we’ll be running a special. We’ll be open until 8PM on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of Christmas week. We’ll have hot cider to drink and Sally’s yummy home-made Chex Mix. Don’t forget we’re happy to gift wrap your Beagle purchases for free. Also, we offer double Jingle Bell tickets every day! (Anyone remember that last year’s big $5000 winner was a Beagle Books customer who got her winning ticket at Beagle???) In addition to books, we’ve got lots of great stocking stuffers (have you seen the Bookkeepers, the Novel Teas, or the Thai mini animals??) Come on in, we can’t wait to help you with your holiday shopping!

Shameless Promoting of an Item We Think you Must Have :
[image: image2.emf] $12.95
Eat.Sleep.Read. Page-a-Day Calendar! Each page has a reading related question. Challenge
yourself, your reading friends, or your book group! A great gift for the readers on your list.
Midwest Connections Picks
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Typically, we (and by “we”, I mean the Midwest Booksellers Association) highlight 3-5 titles per month that we think will especially appeal to Midwest readers. In December, however, we are promoting the Midwest Booksellers catalog – packed with loads of great books! Many of the selections in the catalog have been Midwest Connections Picks. If you have not received a copy of the catalog, let us know, we’d love to send you one!
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Every catalog includes a coupon for 10% off any one book listed in the catalog!

Staff Picks




           Linda: 
 



          The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba
$25.99
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Linda says: A heartwarming story of how one 14-year-old Malawian boy, unable to attend school, self-educated himself about electricity and learned how to make windmills, ending the cycle of drought and starvation-level poverty experienced by his family and the people in his rural village.  I learned so much about the country of Malawi and a culture I knew little about.  Great read!
The Lacuna by Barbara Kingsolver $26.99
Heaven's Keep by William Kent Krueger $25 
Cherries in Winter: My Family’s Recipe for Hope in Hard Times by Suzan Colon $21.95 Linda says: A very timely memoir of Colon 's life since losing her job as an editor for O, Oprah Winfrey's magazine.  Colon goes back into family recipe files and family memories to tell the inspirational story of how generations of her family coped with financial hardship through good food and a positive attitude.  I liked this book tremendously.
 
Jennie:

The Full Plate Diet: Slim Down, Look Great, Be Healthy! by Stuart Seale $19.95
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Simple Truths by Kent Nerburn $16
Jody:





      Change Your Thoughts, Change Your Life : Living the Wisdom of the Tao by Wayne Dyer on audio $39.95 (paperback is $16.95)
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 Jody says: LOVE IT!!  Reinventing the Body, Resurrecting the Soul : How to Create a New You by Deepak Chopra $25
Jennifer: 

Healing After Loss: Daily Meditations for Working Through Grief by Martha Whitmore Hickman $10
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Ole & Lena’s Christmas Carol script by Shannon Geisen (performances at Long Lake Theater in Hubbard the first two weekends in December!)

The Lacuna by Barbara Kingsolver $26.99
What the Dog Saw by Malcolm Gladwell on audio $39.98 Jen says: It’s always wonderful to hear Gladwell read his own work. Admittedly, this book is not as cohesive as Gladwell’s other books because this is a collection of articles written by Gladwell. Still, I’m enjoying the book and am always fascinated by the thoroughness of Gladwell’s research and his ability to translate the technical into the readable.
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.

Gail:


In Defense of Food: An Eater’s Manifesto by Michael Pollan $15 (now in paperback!)
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Standing Alone: An American Woman’s Struggle for the Soul of Islam by Asra Nomani $14.95

These Is My Words: The Diary of Sarah Agnes Prine, 1881-1901 Arizona Territories by Nancy E. Turner $14.99 Gail says: This is a second reading as I will be leading this for my AZ book club. It's just as good the second time around!
Sally:

Girl with Skirt of Stars by Jennifer Kitchell $19.95

[image: image12.jpg]JENNIFER KITCHELL



 Sally says: This book is great for people like me, who are sorry there won't be any more books by Tony Hillerman. The main character is a Navajo woman, an attorney who lives in her own culture but also understands the white culture. The plot this book has lots of elements--a childhood friend who returns to the reservation, a Presidential candidate, a white water rafting trip, and a deeply disturbed man with a gun. Somehow, it all comes together at the end. 
Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout $14 Sally says: I really enjoyed this collection of short stores, each of which gives a different perspective on Olive Kitteridge. She's a complex person, and those around her react to her in a variety of ways. I think the book would lend itself to terrific discussion in a book group. 


Cindie:
The Magicians by Lev Grossman $26.95
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 Cindie says: This is my new favorite book! It is fantasy, which isn't what I normally read, but there is so much going on in this book that I can't wait for someone else to read it so we can talk about it!
Sarah's Key by Tatiana DeRosnay $13.95
Open Season by C.J. Box $7.99
Born Standing Up by Steve Martin $15 Cindie says: I once heard Steve Martin say in an interview about this book that a parent's worst nightmare is to have a child who grows up to be a writer. Any Martin fan would enjoy this book tremendously. It’s an interesting recap on what our world was like in the 60s and 70s from a man who created catch phrases such as “Exxxccuuuuse Me!" 

Youth Yak
Sally’s Pick:

Mudville by Kurtis Scaletta $16.99
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Sally says: It's been raining in Moundville for 22 years, ever since the epic baseball game between Moundville and Sinister Bend. When the rain stops,12 year old Ray forms a baseball team--and lots more! The book is well-written, engaging, and features multi-cultural characters. Perfect for the middle grade readers on your
Christmas list.

Book Group Picks
Beagle Books Womens Book Group

Saturday, December 12th at 10AM:

The Lace Reader by Brunonia Barry $14.99
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Beagle Books Mens Book Group
Tuesday, December 15th at 8AM:

Havana Nocturne: How the Mob Owned Cuba and Then Lost It to the Revolution by T.J. English $15.99
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Sneak Peek Preview
Last January, we held an event we called Night In. We invited area book groups (or anyone interested in a book group) to come to Beagle Books after hours for an evening of fun: wine, cheese, chocolate, give-aways, and a book talk! 
It was so much fun and we heard such positive 

responses from YOU that we’re going to make it an annual tradition! We haven’t picked a date yet, but it will be mid-January.

[image: image17.jpg]









PAGE  
2


