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Farewell to Bill Holm
by Jen
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Dear Friends – as I was preparing to write this newsletter, I wondered to myself, what bit of news should I offer to our readers to this month? Then, I got the news that beloved Minnesota author Bill Holm collapsed on Tuesday and died on Wednesday – sigh – not the kind of news I was hoping for. Since Holm’s death on February 25th, I’ve been reading a number of articles about Holm, but my favorite was written by Garrison Keillor.  He begins by saying: “Bill Holm was a great man and unlike most great men he really looked like one. Six-foot-eight, big frame, and a big white beard and a shock of white hair, a booming voice, so he loomed over you like a prophet and a preacher, which is what he was.” To read Garrison’s farewell in its entirety, go to: 
http://prairiehome.publicradio.org/features/deskofgk/2009/02/26.shtml
Holm’s publications include:
The Windows of Brimnes

Playing the Black Piano

Eccentric Islands

Coming Home Crazy

The Dead Get By with Everything

The Heart Can Be Filled Anywhere on Earth

The Music of Failure

Boxelder Bug Variations
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New Staff Member
by Jen
We have a new four-legged, will-work-for-treats family member at Beagle Books! No…it’s not a beagle, but it’s a yellow lab mix named Beagle Biscuit (BB for short).
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Come in and meet BB!
Midwest Connections Picks
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March’s pick is:
Safer: A Novel of Suspense by Sean Doolittle
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For Paul Callaway and his wife, Sara, moving from the East Coast to a quiet midwestern town was a major adjustment. But right from the start, Paul has tried to fit in. He’s played golf with the guys. He’s even joined the Neighborhood Patrol, grabbing a flashlight and a walkie-talkie to make these neatly tended streets even safer. Then Paul makes one mistake—and now they want him gone. But nothing could have prepared Paul and 
Sara for the quarrel that has erupted between Paul and a neighbor—the self-appointed leader of the Neighborhood Patrol. Or for the next outrage, as police arrest Paul for a sordid crime he didn’t commit. Suddenly Paul’s life, university career, and marriage are at risk, as he finds himself locked in a desperate fight with an angry man, a dark conspiracy, and a secret that began with a child’s disappearance ten years before.
Staff Picks




           Brian:                                                            Fight Club by Chuck Palahniuk
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 Note: Brian is currently on a mission trip in Jamaica! To check out what he’s up to, go to: http://www.jmt2009.blogspot.com/ 

Hannah:                                                          The White Tiger by Aravind Adiga
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Hannah says: Absolutely amazing. It's readable, thought provoking, and it causes the reader to question his/her morals.
The Summer of Ordinary Ways by Nicole Helget Hannah says: This is my professor's memoir and it's fabulous! (Helget is also the author of one of February’s Midwest Connections Picks – Turtle Catcher).
Baylon Revisited and other Short Stories and The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald Hannah says: You can't go wrong with Fitzgerald!
The History of Mary Prince by Mary Prince
Mary Barton by Elizabeth Glaskell 
A Fraction of the Whole by Steve Toltz

Gail:

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford
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Gail says: A great book for book clubs.  It's a fiction story of a Chinese boy who befriends a Japanese girl at the time the Japanese are being put in the internment camps.  It's set in Seattle so the places mentioned are familiar to me.  The story flashes back and forth from 1942 to 1986.  In 1986, an old hotel is purchased and they discover items left in the basement put there by the Japanese for safe keeping.  This part of the story is based on fact.  Eventually, there is a beautiful ending with a reuniting of the main characters in part because of what's found in the hotel.  
Endurance by Alfred Lansing Gail says: This is a reprint of a book written in 1959 with additional maps and pictures.  This is the true story of a South Pole expedition gone wrong.  Endurance is the name of the ship but also what the 28 men have as they try for 1-1/2 years to be rescued.  The miracle is that none were lost and all were able to make it back to England.  A great book for men's book clubs but a good read for women too.
Linda:

The Reader by Bernhard Schlink
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Beat the Reaper by Josh Bazell
House & Home by Kathleen McCleary
Rhoda: 
The Hour I First Believed by Wally Lamb 
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Rhoda says: I HIGHLY recommend this!  
Astrid & Veronika by Linda Olsson on audio Rhoda says: So beautiful, but painful.
An End to Suffering, Buddha in the World by Pankaj Mishra Rhoda says: Fascinating story of the Buddha's life.
Still Alice by Lisa Genova Rhoda says: Heart-rending, and a bit scary for a 40-something to read about early on-set Alzheimer's .
Jennifer:

Mudville by Kurtis Scaletta
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Jen says: This is a great book for those of us impatiently waiting for April and baseball season!! See my review in Youth Yak.
The Worst Hard Time by Ursula Hegi

People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks on audio

Cindie:

Famous Suicides of the Japanese Empire by David Mura
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The Plague of Doves by Louise Erdrich
Shelter Half by Carol Bly
The Soul Thief by Charles Baxter
Sally:

Sonata for Miriam by Linda Olsson
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Sally says:  Ever since I finished Astrid & Veronika, I've been waiting for another book from Linda Olsson. Sonata for Miriam was worth the wait! The story moves in time from the present to World War II and in place from New Zealand to Poland to Sweden. The nature of love and memory are explored in prose which echoes the musical form of a sonata.

People of the Book  by Geraldine Brooks Sally says: My winter book group will be discussing this book in a few days. It was an engrossing read, based on a true story.

Milk and Tides by Margarget Hasse Sally says: My friend Penny loaned me this book (short-listed for the Minnesota Book Awards.) The poems explore adoption and aging, and I wonder if they were written just for me? 
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.

Youth Yak

by Jen
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In addition to selecting adult titles for Midwest Connections Picks, there are seasonal titles for children selected as Midwest Connections Picks. Here are the Spring titles!

Mudville by Kurtis Scaletta
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From April through October, Jen and Sally follow Twins baseball. After the World Series is finished in October, we sigh with satisfaction –we have drunk deep once more from the baseball chalice. Then comes the holiday marathon beginning with Halloween and ending with New Year’s. Following that, we get baseball teasers: spring training (which of course takes place in January), glimpses of the next year’s team in the Sports pages of the newspapers and brief mentions in the sports report on the news. And then-
We wait. And wait. And……….wait.

We become like children, “Is it April yet? Is it April yet? Is it April yet? How many more days until April?” A lot of people have complained that the baseball season is now six months long. Sally and Jen are not these people. So what to do? READ MUDVILLE!
Mudville is the nickname of Moundville. Twenty-two years ago it started raining in Moundville during a baseball game between Moundville and Sinister Bend (what a great name for a rival). 
That means it’s been raining for 12-year-old Roy McGuire’s entire life. The baseball field has been washed out (even the bleachers are gone). Roy lives with his dad and their cat Yogi. Roy’s mom is a flight attendant with a drinking problem who has abandoned the family. Roy comes home one day to discover another boy in the house: Sturgis. Then it quits raining. Not wasting any time, Roy puts together a baseball team with Sturgis as his star pitcher. The boys weather through adolescent struggles of friendship, family, and teamwork. This is a very satisfying read. I recommend this for baseball fans aged 10-110. If you’re not a baseball fan, but know a young baseball fan, this book is a great introduction to the sport, nicely nestled in a good story.

The Dragonfly Secret: A Story of Boundless Love by Clea & John Adams
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The Dragonfly Secret (ages 8 to adult) tells the story of a chance encounter between a boy and a dragonfly. The reader journeys through a beautiful garden with the dragonfly in search of the boy’s secret. In the end the secret is revealed, gently reminding us that memories of a loved one are forever. 
The Dragonfly Door by Clea & John Adams
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The Dragonfly Door (ages 5 to 9) explores the transformation of a water nymph into a beautiful 
dragonfly. This story about friendship, loss, and change will be enjoyed by all children and can be a powerful tool in helping children experiencing grief. Tips from a child psychologist for using this book will be available on the Midwest Booksellers Association website.
Loss is universal and does not discriminate. Because of this, we all share a common bond. Sometimes finding the right words to comfort a child, a friend, a spouse or other grieving relative can be difficult. We think you will find both books inspirational and worth recommending to children and adults alike.

Book Group Picks
Beagle Men’s Book Group will be meeting Tuesday, March 17th at 8AM to discuss People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks.
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Beagle Women’s Book Group will be meeting Thursday, March 19th at 6PM to discuss The Worst Thing I’ve Done by Ursula Hegi.
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For those of you who participate in the Sister Wolf books groups in the summer, it’s never too early to send your nominations for next summer’s reads! Email sisterwolfbooks@comcast.net 
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