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April is Poetry Month!
What better way to celebrate than to share a POEM? We feel especially fond of this one – written by Sister Wolf/Beagle staff member Hannah:
The tinkling of the bell above my head

Announces my arrival, like the trumpets of royals,

But less grand.

I’m greeted by the friendly nuzzle

Of a tired dog and the warm smile of 

A bookseller.

 

I take in the smell of printed paper,

Hot apple cider, and the unclassifiable scent

Of home. 

My tongue burns from the fresh hot coffee

I’m holding in my left hand, 

But it’s a good kind of burn,

Like suffering for your art.

 

I’m here to get lost in other stories,

To mingle among brilliant minds,

And in some cases, minds containing little more than fluff.

This is the one place

Where cultures co-exist,

Where religions contradict, but do not judge.

This is where creativity has

An outlet to be exposed and shared.

 

I run my hand along soft wooden shelves,

Listening to authors whisper titles. 

I recognize spines, skip over a few, and select

Those that are appealing.

I imagine some are self important – deemed classic

And better than the rest. I suppose some drip of 

Sap, and some pages are tired with pain. 

Non-fiction holds its head above the make-believe, and All

Are placed far from mass market mystery. 

 

I choose the ones I cannot live without,

And walk out the door, 

With the small joy 

In the possibility that I now hold my next great

Inspiration. 

Sister Wolf Books Opening

by Sally

Sister Wolf Books will re-open for the summer on May 7. I'll be in Park Rapids for much of April. If you're in the area, stop by the store to say hi. (Call first to make sure I'm there.) I'm in the midst of ordering books and other merchandise--and choosing books to get the season started for book groups. Book group information will be 
e-mailed at the beginning of May.
New Publication

by Sally

My friend and colleague Barbara Bruce has recently published a very timely book: 100 Days to Successful Aging (a WORK book for living fully.) Barbara, the author of nine previous books, is a nationally known speaker and workshop leader on topics related to creativity, brain fitness, and aging. The work book is designed to help a person age successfully through exercise, "brain breaks," health tips, and practicing gratitude in ways that keep the brain fit and functioning. The workbook will be available at both Sister Wolf Books and Beagle Books for $17.95.

Spring Meeting
Jen and Sally recently traveled to the Midwest Bookseller Association’s Spring Meeting. We had a great time – check out our mini gallery of author photos! (Yes, we’re shameless):
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Jen with Alison McGhee (there’s a new Julia Gillian book!!)
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Jen with Kurtis Scaletta, author of Mudville
[image: image3.jpg]


Jen and Sally with Nicole Helget, author of Turtle Catcher (and Hannah’s professor!)
BB Update
by Jen
THANK YOU for making Beagle Biscuit (BB) feel so welcome in his new home! So far, he’s lost 17 pounds (with probably 20 to go), which means he can RUN now! (I wonder if I could run if I lost 17 pounds…)
Midwest Connections Picks
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April Picks are:
Laura Rider’s Masterpiece by Jane Hamilton
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Laura and Charlie Rider have been married for twelve years.  Together they’ve run the Prairie Wind Farm nursery in picturesque Wisconsin, where they share a passion for gardening, which overshadowed Laura’s physical passion for Charlie long ago.  Still, there are mostly happy lives - as long as Charlie can continue his simple life of working the land and Laura can keep reading novels while privately writing her own.

Jenna Faroli is the host of a popular radio show and is “the single most famous person in the town of Dover,” in Laura’s eyes.  When Jenna happens to cross Charlie’s path one day and they begin an e-mail correspondence, how can Laura resist using Charlie to try out her new writing skills and converse with her hero?  Together, Laura and Charlie craft florid, strangely intimate messages that entice Jenna in an unexpected way.  Things quickly spin out of control as the lines between Laura’s words and Charlie’s feelings are blurred and complicated, and Jenna has a profound effect on the couple that transforms all three of them in the end.

A Reliable Wife by Robert Goolrick
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Rural Wisconsin, 1909. In the bitter cold, Ralph Truitt, a successful businessman, stands alone on a train platform waiting for the woman who answered his newspaper advertisement for “a reliable wife.” But when Catherine Land steps off the train from Chicago, she’s not the “simple, honest woman” that Ralph is expecting. She is both complex and devious, haunted by a terrible past and motivated by greed. Her plan is simple: she will win this man’s devotion, and then, ever so slowly, she will poison him and leave Wisconsin a wealthy widow. What she has not counted on, though, is that Truitt - a passionate man with his own dark secrets -has plans of his own for his new wife. Isolated on a remote estate and imprisoned by relentless snow, the story of Ralph and Catherine unfolds in unimaginable ways.

The Moonflower Vine by Jetta Carleton

*a Sally favorite!
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On a farm in western Missouri during the first half of the twentieth century, Matthew and Callie Soames create a life for themselves and raise four headstrong daughters. Jessica will break their hearts. Leonie will fall in love with the wrong man. Mary Jo will escape to New York. And 
wild child Mathy’s fate will be the family’s greatest tragedy. Over the decades, they will love, deceive, comfort, and forgive each other - and ultimately, they will come to cherish all the more fiercely the bonds of love that hold the family together.

*The Moonflower Vine was originally published in 1962. The author died in 1999, Moonflower Vine is her only published work.

Westhope: Life as a Former Farm Boy by Dean Hulse
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Hulse recalls his idyllic childhood and adolescence in a small town that will look and feel familiar to many and movingly describes his failed attempt to carry on the family farm. Like many of his generation, Hulse discovers that the way of life he grew up with, one led by his parents and his grandparents before them, is threatened with extinction. Through a loosely chronological series of highly personal essays, Hulse delivers a strong critique of the destructive, shortsighted agricultural practices and economic policies that have led to rural depopulation throughout the Great Plains.
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.

Staff Picks




           
Rhoda: 
A Lifetime With Mark Twain: The Memories of Katy Leary, for Thirty Years His Faithful and Devoted Servant by Mary Lawton
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Script for You Caught Me Dancing

Make sure you get your tickets (available at Beagle Books) for Rhoda’s performance of You Caught Me Dancing on April 3rd at 7PM at Calvary Lutheran Church in Park Rapids. Rhoda’s generously donating her talents as a fundraiser. Dessert will be provided during intermission. You can’t go wrong!!

Brian:                                                            
Naomi and Ely's No Kiss List by Rachael Cohn and David Leviathan
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Nick and Norah's Infinite Playlist by Rachael Cohn and David Leviathan
Linda:
Addition by Toni Jordan
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Blue Notebook by James A. Levine

Last Lecture by Randy Pausch
Hannah:                                                             A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway 
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Hannah says: My favorite read right now!!
Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson

The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton

Tender is the Night by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Gail:
Blue Highways by William Least Heat- Moon
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How Starbucks Saved My Life by Michael Gates Gill Gail says: Refreshing in this economy!   
Bob:

Genesis by Bernard Beckett
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Jennifer:

The Likeness by Tana French on audio
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Jen says: Just had to find out what happens after In the Woods!

Blue Heaven by Joe Keenan

Cindie:
Thy Father’s Will by Kirsten Jacobson Stasney
[image: image18.jpg]A historical novel

based on the true story

of a family forever altered

by the damaging consequences

of decisions made for all the right reasons

KIRSTEN JACOBSON STASNEY




Sally:

The Women by T.C. Boyle
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Sally says: If you enjoyed reading Loving Frank by Nancy Horan, you will be interested in this book. It is the story of four women who loved Frank Lloyd Wright--Mamah Borthwick Cheney from Loving Frank plus Wright's three wives. The book uses reverse chronology and intertwines the stories of the four women.

 

Laura Rider's Masterpiece by Jane Hamilton. 

Sally says: This is a comedy by the author of When Madeline was Young, which one of the Sister Wolf book groups recently read. I was skeptical about Hamilton's ability to write comedy until I heard her give a very funny speech at a recent booksellers’ event.

Youth Yak

by Jen
Of course, we’re featuring poetry this month! 
Orangutan Tongs by Jon Agee
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Have you ever gotten tripped up trying to say a silly succession of similar syllables? Of course-
everyone has! If you switched your wristwatch with a new Swiss watch, could you tell which wristwatch was which? Jon Agee tackles these and other tricky tongue twisters in Orangutan Tongs. Agee also did the illustrations - the combination will leave you speechless.
From the nation’s Children’s poet laureate:

The Swamps of Sleethe: Poems from Beyond the Solar System by Jack Prelutsky
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This collection is an exploration of outer space that is not for the faint of heart. There are many imaginative ways to perish in these darkly comedic cautionary verses about unexplored worlds far beyond the solar system. The book also includes anagrams for the kid who loves word puzzles!
Silly Street by Jeff Foxworthy
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On Silly Street, you’ll find there's a flying squirrel circus, pink elephant races, and even a pony that eats fried baloney. At the candy booth you can buy gummy yum noodles and rainbow jaw busters. At the hat store you can purchase a helmet, a tiara, or a halo—if you happen to be an angel. Kids will have so much fun reading these poems, they'll wish they actually lived on Silly Street!
For the middle grader (or older) aspiring poet, see The Aspiring Poet’s Journal by Bernard Friot
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The target age for this book is 8-14, but I learned of it from a well-educated, sophisticated adult who ordered it for herself. I recently bought my own copy and plan to start it on my birthday!
Book Group Picks
Beagle Men’s Book Group will be meeting Tuesday, April 21st at 8AM to discuss Charlatan by Pope Brock.
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Beagle Women’s Book Group will be meeting Thursday, April 16th at 6PM to discuss The Florist’s Daughter by Patricia Hampl.
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For those of you who participate in the Sister Wolf books groups in the summer, don’t forget to send your nominations for this summer’s reads! Email sisterwolfbooks@comcast.net 
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