[image: image29.jpg]


[image: image30.jpg]


[image: image31.emf]

Winter Institute 4
by Sally

I’ve been getting e-mails from some of you who are traveling to exotic (warm weather) places. Jen, Cindie, and I have just returned from a trip, too. The location was Salt Lake City—perhaps not exotic but we had a great time. The occasion was Winter Institute, a conference for booksellers sponsored by the American Booksellers Association (ABA.)
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We had an opportunity to attend seminars, network with other booksellers, meet 38 authors, and get advance copies of up-coming books. A focus of the event was weathering the current economic situation. It’s our intention to make it through this challenging economic downturn, so we were thrilled to receive so much practical advice on how to do so. We returned home ready to implement many of the ideas we received.

While at the conference, we visited two bookstores in Salt Lake City. Sam Weller’s is celebrating its 80th anniversary this year. It’s big enough that the entire conference (500+ people) fit into the store! It’s on 3 levels, and the bottom level has a dance floor! The store has new, used, and rare books. It even has a vault for the rarest books! I tried to imagine a dance floor in the basement of Sister Wolf Books, but my normally active imagination failed me!

We also went to The King’s English. You may remember that the Sister Wolf book groups read the book The King’s English a couple of years ago. It was a delight to visit the store itself! The building was a gas station in a previous life, and features the original brick walls, and a labyrinth of small rooms, each full of books.
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We’d love to hear about the bookstores you’ve discovered on your travels this winter.

Keep warm, and keep reading! The rest of this newsletter is full of suggestions for great books!

Indie Bound

by Jen

You may have noticed a change in the newsletter (hint: peek at the header). If you’re wondering what the logo means, in a nutshell Indie Bound is about supporting independent bookstores and other businesses, and celebrating what makes them unique. It's about reaching out, it's about raising awareness, and it's about taking pride in your community. There is a website called Indie Bound that we encourage you to visit at www.indiebound.org. You can find the locally-owned bookstores (and other locally-owned businesses) by putting in your zip code. You can also create your profile and list yourself as a fan of a particular store (or two…. Such as Beagle Books and Sister Wolf Books!) We’ll see you there! 
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First Annual Night In
by Sally
What’s a book lover to do on a cold winter night? Staying home with a good book is a possibility—but attending Beagle Books’ first Night In was an even better choice on January 17.

Jen invited book group members to the event, designed just for them, and members of 

six groups responded on an evening when the temperatures were well below zero. A warm welcome awaited the intrepid readers! Everyone who attended received a book bag from Harper Collins stuffed with information about books and as many Advance Readers Copies as they wished. Wine, cheese, crackers, and chocolate, all courtesy of our publishers, gave a festive air to the evening.

Jen gave short book talks on 20 books, each one selected because it would lend itself to great discussion. Interspersed with the book talks were drawings for door prizes—over 40 books, plus a grand prize of a Beagle book bag, stuffed with a gift certificate to the store and several books.

Positive reactions have encouraged us to make this an annual event!

Many thanks to the evening’s sponsors: Harper Collins, Midwest Booksellers Association, Hachette, Ingram, and PGW.
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Author Signing
William Durbin will be at Beagle Books on February 12th at 4:00 for a book signing – don’t miss it!
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Midwest Connections Picks
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February’s picks are:
The Rose Variations by Marisha Chamberlain [image: image8.jpg]


The Rose Variations is the story of twenty-five-year-old Rose MacGregor who, in 1975, moves from Philadelphia to St. Paul, Minnesota, where she knows no one and has nothing but a few books, her cello and a temporary professorship at a Midwestern college. She is convinced nevertheless that an exciting future as a composer lies ahead of her. Determined to remain independent and not to let any romantic relationships tie her down, she struggles to figure out what exactly would make her happy, getting mixed up along the way with many short-lived love affairs, a bearded lesbian cellist, and her wayward pregnant younger sister.

Irreplaceable by Stephen Lovely
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One windy April afternoon, a young woman bicycles alone along a stretch of Iowa highway. She’s pedaling hard, hurrying to get home in time for dinner…
Alex is a cerebral thirty-year-old archaeologist married to the woman of his dreams--a beautiful, ambitious botanist named Isabel. When Isabel, an organ donor, is killed by a reckless driver, Alex reluctantly consents to donate her heart.

Janet Corcoran is a young, headstrong mother of two, an art teacher at an inner-city school in Chicago. Sick with heart disease, she is on the waiting list for a transplant, but her chances are slim. She watches the Weather Channel, secretly praying for foul weather and car accidents, a miracle. The day Isabel dies, she gets her wish.

Flash forward a year. Janet sends Alex a long letter. She’d like to learn something about the woman who saved her life. Alex isn’t interested in talking to the recipient of his dead wife’s heart. Since Isabel’s accident, he’s become grief-stricken and bewildered. His closest companion is his mother-in-law, Bernice. They spend their nights reminiscing about Isabel and hiding out from the world. Meanwhile, a local blues musician named Jasper, the man responsible for Isabel’s death, attempts to atone for his misdeed. Jasper is devastated by the knowledge that he destroyed a life but attracted to the idea that he was partially responsible for saving 
another life--Janet’s. He sees her as his ultimate salvation.

The Turtle Catcher by Nicole Helget
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In a rural Minnesota town of German immigrants during the tumultuous days of World War I, The Turtle Catcher brings together two misfits from warring clans. Liesel, the one girl in the upstanding family of Richter boys, harbors a secret about her body that thwarts all hope for a normal life.  Her closest friend is Lester, the “slow” boy in the raffish Sutter family and a gentle, kind soul who spends his days trapping turtles in the lake. Yearning for human touch in the wake of her parents’ deaths, Liesel turns to her only friend--leading her brother, just returned from the war, to an act that will haunt not only both families but the entire town.

Staff Picks
Hannah:                                                          The Monk by Matthew Lewis 
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Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer
Revolutionary Road by Richard Yates
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
O Pioneers! and My Antonia by Willa Cather


Gail:

The Hungry Ocean by Linda Greenlaw
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Gail says: True story of a woman captain of a trawler fishing for swordfish.  She is mentioned in the book The Perfect Storm. 
The Egg and I by Betty MacDonald
Gail says: Written in 1946!  A very funny book about a couple starting an chicken ranch in 

Washington state. Their neighbors are Ma and Pa Kettle which spawned the Ma and Pa Kettle movies.  
Desert Cut by Betty Webb.  
Gail says: I'm not much of a mystery fan but I'd heard others talk about Webb and when she spoke at the library I went to hear her.  She lives in Scottsdale.  She was a great speaker and her mysteries are good.  She writes about taboo subjects.  Desert Cut is about Female Genital Mutilation (or Amputation she says is the proper term).  The next one I'm going to read by Webb is Desert Wives about polygamy.
Rhoda:
Dust Tracks on a Road by Zora Neale Hurston  
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Rhoda says: Excellent memoir of this fascinating writer's life.
 
The Divide by Nicholas Evans 
Rhoda says: It’s very good!
 

Linda:

Shelter Me by Juliette Fay
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Knit Two by Kate Jacobs (sequel to Friday Night Knitting Club)
Real Life & Liars by Kristina Riggle

Jennifer:

The Best of Friends: Two Women, Two Continents, and One Enduring Friendship by Sara James & Ginger Mauney
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Dancing Girls and Other Stories by Margaret Atwood (I bought it used at Sam Weller’s in Salt Lake City!)
When You are Engulfed in Flames by David Sedaris on audio

Cindie:

Outliers: the Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell
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Sally:

The Red Convertible: Selected and New Stories 1978-2008 by Louise Erdrich 
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Sally says: I'm not a short story fan--but I am an Erdrich fan, and there are some stunning stories in here!
 

Call for Used Books!

Last summer, we began carrying used books at Sister Wolf Books. It was a big hit! If you have books in good shape that you’re willing to part with, contact Jen about selling them to Sister Wolf Books. If you have questions, you can reach Jen by phone: 218-237-2665 at Beagle or by email: sisterwolfbooks@comcast.net. Please put USED BOOKS in the subject field.

Youth Yak

by Jen
Our middle grade readers have been gobbling up the Secret Agent Jack Stalwart series books. Jack is an “ordinary” kid who is a spy by night, traveling all over the world. For a preview of Jack, check out the website www.jackstalwart.com. 
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I only meant to pick 1 or 2 picture books to feature, but…. I ended up with 3. They are:

Listen to the Wind: The Story of Dr. Greg & Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson and Susan L. Roth.
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The intended audience of most picture books is up to 8 years old. Listen to the Wind is definitely most appropriate for early elementary-aged children. It is the re-telling of Greg Mortenson’s Three Cups of Tea for children. The illustrations in this book are collages by Susan L. Roth and they are truly wonderful. (The book also includes 

photographs of the people of Korphe). If you’re dying to share the 3 Cups of Tea story with a two or three year old, you’re still going to have to wait a bit longer, but if you have a kindergartener or first grader you want to share this tale with, check out Listen to the Wind.
The Great Paper Caper by Oliver Jeffers
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Oliver Jeffers previous picture book was The Incredible Book Eating Boy about a boy who loved to eat books. Jeffers has left the indoors behind and ventured into the woods for The Great Paper Caper. This latest picture book features a community of conservationist woodland animals, a mystery of disappearing trees, and a misunderstanding. Jeffers infuses the story with great humor. Kids will love it and grown-up kids will love reading it aloud.

Duck and Cover by Jackie Urbanovic
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Irene the human, Max the duck, and the whole cast of their household are back in Duck and Cover. This time it’s Harold the alligator at the door, who has run away from the zoo after a misunderstanding. Max and the others fear Harold, but also want to help. Conquering their fears, they help Harold and dupe the animal detective searching for Harold in a classic maneuver. In the end of course, the misunderstanding is resolved. This story has lots of action and is a ton of fun.
Book Group Picks
This month we’re listing what the Beagle book groups are reading in February. If you’d like your book group picks listed in our newsletter and/or on our websites, let us know! We all know that book groups LOVE lists!!

Beagle Men’s Book Group will be meeting Tuesday, February 17th at 8AM to discuss Roads to Quoz: An American Mosey by William Least Heat-Moon.
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Beagle Women’s Book Group will be meeting Thursday, February 19th at 6PM to discuss The Best of Friends: Two Women, Two Continents, and One Enduring Friendship by Sara James and Ginger Mauney.
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.
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