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Stone Soup Project

by Jen
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Last spring I read Animal, Vegetable, Miracle, an account of the Kingsolver/Hopp family's determination to eat local. They moved to the family farm, grew much of their own food for a year, supplemented by local food, and survived! The book is part memoir, part essay. Inspired by the book, this winter I’ve been saying, “We’re going to do something.” 
So here’s what it is – a summer-long project I’m calling Stone Soup. Why “Stone Soup”? Because that’s the name of my favorite legend – a story about travelers who come to a new town carrying only a stone. Hungry, and with the help of the townspeople, they make a meal together. It’s a story about community and food. That’s what I want this project to be about: community and food. Participants will meet every other week. The first meeting will be held Thursday, May 1st at 4PM. If you can’t attend but are interested, please contact us and let us know! You can email us at: beagle-books@comcast.net or call us at: 218-237-BOOK (2665). Over the summer, we’ll read and discuss Animal, Vegetable, Miracle. (Due out in paperback on April 29.) Local experts will join us from time to time to give a presentation or demonstration. We’ll cover everything from cheese to wine. We’ll share recipes -– hopefully enough that by summer’s end we can compile them into a book. 

Best of all, we’ll celebrate our efforts at the end of the summer with an all-local FEAST!

Book Reviews 

Sorrows of an American by Siri Hustvedt
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*This book is a Midwest Connections Pick! The author grew up in Northfield, Minnesota.

When Erik Davidsen and his sister, Inga, find a disturbing note from an unknown woman among their dead father’s papers, they believe he may be implicated in a mysterious death. Returning to New York from Minnesota, the grieving siblings continue to pursue the mystery behind the note. Erik is fascinated with his new tenants and the emotional vulnerability to his psychiatric patients threaten to overwhelm him. Meanwhile, Inga is confronted by a hostile journalist who seems to know a secret connected to her dead husband, a famous novelist. As each new mystery unfolds, Erik begins to inhabit his emotionally hidden father’s history and to glimpse how his impoverished childhood, the Depression, and the war shaped his relationship with his children, while Inga must confront the reality of her husband’s double life. This is a novel about fathers and children, listening and deafness, recognition and blindness; the pain of speaking and the pain of keeping silent, the ambiguities of memory, loneliness, illness, and recovery. Siri Hustvedt’s prose reveals one family’s hidden sorrows through an extraordinary mosaic of secrets and stories that reflect the fragmented nature of identity itself. (Henry, Holt & Co. $25) 

So Brave, Young, and Handsome by Leif Enger
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The author of Peace Like a River is back with his new book, So Brave, Young, and Handsome! 

In 1915 Minnesota, novelist Monte Becket has lost his sense of purpose. His only success long behind him, Monte lives simply with his wife and son. But when he befriends outlaw Glendon Hale, a new world of opportunity and experience presents itself. Glendon has spent years in obscurity, but the guilt he harbors for abandoning his wife, Blue, over two decades ago, has lured him from hiding. As the modern age marches swiftly forward, Glendon aims to travel back to his past--heading to California to seek Blue’s forgiveness. Beguiled and inspired, Monte soon finds himself leaving behind his own family to embark for the unruly West with his fugitive guide. As they desperately flee from the relentless Charles Siringo, an ex-Pinkerton who’s been hunting Glendon for years, Monte falls ever further from his family and the law, to be tempered by a fiery adventure from which he may never get home. (Atlantic $24).

This book is set in a unique time period in which the Old West is fading. So Brave captured me immediately – I laughed out loud on page one (albeit, a gentle laugh – but a laugh nonetheless). If you’ve been waiting since you finished Peace Like a River for Enger to deliver again, your wait will have been worth it, So Brave, Young, and Handsome is one of the best novels I’ve read. To sum up, staff member Cindie came dragging into work one day (and Cindie never drags into work) 

saying, “I could hardly come to work today, I just want to read So Brave!!” THIS IS A MUST READ!

It will be available the end of April.
Coming the end of April is Augusten Burrough’s new memoir!
A Wolf at the Table by Augusten Burroughs
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If you’ve ever wondered what happened before Running with Scissors, your curiosity will be attended to in Burrough’s new memoir, A Wolf at the Table, on sale April 29th. Burrough’s first memoir, Running with Scissors detailed the portion of his childhood in which his mother was in charge. Wolf is about Burrough’s father.

When Augusten Burrough was a small child, his father was a shadowy presence in his life: a form on the stairs, a cough from the basement, a silent figure smoking a cigarette in the dark. As Augusten grew older, something sinister within his father began to unfurl.  Something dark and secretive that could not be named. Told with scorching honesty and penetrating insight, it is a story for anyone who has ever longed for unconditional love from a parent. Though harrowing and brutal, A Wolf at the Table will ultimately leave you buoyed with the profound joy of simply being alive. It's a memoir of stunning psychological cruelty and the redemptive power of hope. (St. Martins $24.95).

To read the first chapter of Wolf, go to Burrough’s website: www.augusten.com 
Staff Reads
Cindie-

Eight Women, Two Model Ts, and the American West by Joanne Wilke
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Cindie says: “Joanne Wilke writes lovingly about her grandmother and seven other women traveling across the west in 1924 ‘without a man or a gun along.’ The author fleshes out the story of these adventurous women by alternately telling her own story of growing up with such role models.  This readable journey is a glimpse into a time and place long gone and a testament to the legacy passed on by the strong women who traveled through them.”

Gail-
The Space Between Us by Thrity Umrigar 
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Gail says: “It's about the caste system in India and very good.”  

Girl with a Pearl Earring by Tracy Chevalier
Bob-

Land of Amber Waters: The History of Brewing in Minnesota  by Doug Hoverson
[image: image8.jpg]



Jennifer-

The Palace of Illusions by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni
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Jen says: “A wonderful mythical tale of a Hindu legend told from the female perspective.”

Kabul Beauty School by Deborah Rodriguez
Into the Mist by Patrick Carman (Land of Elyon prequel) on audio

Hannah-

Slaughterhouse-Five by Kurt Vonnegut
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The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood
Sally-

Out Stealing Horses by Per Petterson
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Labyrinth by Kate Mosse on audio

Brian-

The Ruins by Scott Smith

[image: image12.jpg]



Rhoda-
Burning Bright by Tracy Chevalier
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Rhoda says: “Very good!  Light historical fiction involving the poet William Blake.  I love how the author weaves a tale involving people and historical facts.”
 Mudbound by Hillary Jordan 
Spirit Willing by Susan B. Johnson
Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin

Linda-

The River of Doubt:  Theodore Roosevelt's Darkest Journey by Candace Millard
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Linda says: “This is the best true-life adventure I have read in a long time.  It was amazing to 
be reading this book about President Roosevelt's expedition down over 1,000 miles of an un-chartered tributary of the Amazon River while I was vacationing in Brazil and taking a boat trip down the same river!”
The Saffon Kitchen by Yasmin Crowther
The Appeal by John Grisham
Now You See Him by Eli Gottlieb
The Rain Before It Falls by Jonathan Coe
Firefly Lane by Kristin Hannah
Boundary Waters and Purgatory Ridge  by William Kent Krueger
(Linda’s had the fortune to take a much-deserved vacation and treated herself to lots of reading!)

Youth Yak
Saturday Night Dirt by Will Weaver
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It’s a sizzling summer Saturday, and Headwaters Speedway has suddenly become the place to be. Thanks to rainouts across the state, this small-

town dirt track is drawing both big-time stock cars and local drivers.                                        In Will Weaver’s high-revving novel, the first in the Motor series, a cast of car-obsessed teens and adults are all out to prove themselves, both on and off the quarter-mile track, as they move through their day on a collision course to meet on Saturday night dirt. (Farrar, Straus, & Giroux $16) *Recommended by Sally!                                                

Max's Dragon by Kate Banks                                  [image: image16.jpg]


                                                     Max is looking for words that rhyme. His dragon is in his wagon – or was, for now its tail has left a trail, which Max follows. He finds an umbrella on the ground— “Found, ground,” he says, while his older brothers mock him for believing in dragons and sitting under an umbrella when it isn’t even raining. But Max believes in possibilities—and when he can show his brothers not only a dragon in the stormy clouds but also a dinosaur, they begin to come around. When Max demonstrates the power of his rhyming words to tame the dinosaur and the dragon and make the rain come, he wins them over completely. (Farrar, Straus, and Giroux $16.95)
Beagle Book Group Reminders
Beagle Books Second Thursday Group (Women’s Group) will meet on Thursday, April 10th at 7PM to discuss Kabul Beauty School by Deborah Rodriguez.
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Beagle Books Men’s Group meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 8AM. On April 15th, they’ll be discussing The Places in Between by Rory Stewart.
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.







