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Author Signings!
Candace Simar and Sharon Rezac Andersen will be at Sister Wolf Books from 12PM-2PM on Sunday, September 2! 

Candace Simar is the author of the Abercrombie Trail series.



 

 


Sharon Rezac Andersen is the author of The Burden of Knowing.




Stop by, meet these wonderful authors and get your books signed!

Tuesdays at Sister Wolf
Our September tradition continues--drop by Sister Wolf at 1PM on  September 4, 11, and 18. The coffee will be on--join us for 
free-flowing conversation!
In-stores Special!
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 Buy 2 books, get the 3rd one free. Yes, FREE. Select titles while supplies last. Come check it out!! (Pst – includes GREAT titles like Mudbound, Water for Elephants, and Blind Your Ponies).
End of Sister Wolf's season
A sale at Sister Wolf is a sure sign that the summer is drawing to an 
end! In addition to the Buy Two Get one Free offer, select jewelry, greeting cards, and toys are on sale, 30-70% off the retail price.

The last day of the 2012 season will be September 23. We'll keep in touch 
through the newsletter, e-mail, and facebook. Let us know what you're 
reading!

Midwest Connections Picks
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September Picks

An Echo Through the Snow by Andrea Thalasinos


 Rosalie MacKenzie is headed nowhere until she sees Smokey, a Siberian husky suffering from neglect. Rosalie finds the courage 
to rescue the dog, and—united by the bond of love that forms between them—they save each other.
Soon Rosalie and Smokey are immersed in the world of competitive dogsled racing. Days are filled with training runs, the stark beauty of rural Wisconsin, and the whoosh of runners on snow. Rosalie discovers that behind the modern sport lies a tragic history: the heartbreaking story of the Chukchi people of Siberia. When Stalin’s Red Army displaced the Chukchi in 1929, many were killed and others lost their homes and their beloved Guardians—the huskies that were the soul and livelihood of their people.
Alternating between past and present, telling of a struggling Chukchi family and a young woman discovering herself, An Echo Through the Snow takes readers on a gripping, profound, and uplifting dogsled ride to the Iditarod and beyond, on a journey of survival and healing.
The Young Adult Midwest Connections Pick for September is listed in Youth Yak.

Laura Lamont’s Life in Pictures by Emma Straub


 In 1920, Elsa Emerson, the youngest and blondest of three sisters, is born in idyllic Door County, Wisconsin. Her family owns the Cherry County Playhouse, and more than anything, Elsa relishes appearing onstage, where she soaks up the approval of her father and the embrace of the audience. But when tragedy strikes her family, her acting becomes more than a child’s game of pretend.
While still in her teens, Elsa marries and flees to Los Angeles. There she is discovered by Irving Green, one of the most powerful executives in Hollywood, who refashions her as a serious, exotic brunette and renames her Laura Lamont. Irving becomes Laura’s great love; she becomes an Academy Award​-winning actress—and a genuine movie star. Laura experiences all the glamour and extravagance of the heady pinnacle of stardom in the studio-system era, but ultimately her story is a timeless one of a woman trying to balance career, family, and personal happiness, all while remaining true to herself.
Ambitious and richly imagined, Laura Lamont’s Life in Pictures is as intimate—and as bigger-than-life—as the great films of the golden age of Hollywood. 
Trickster’s Point by William Kent Krueger


 The latest book in the Cork O’Connor 
mystery series, which finds the private detective caught in the crosshairs of a political assassin.
Private detective Cork O’Connor finds himself sitting in the shadow of a towering monolith known as Trickster’s Point, deep in the Minnesota wilderness.  With him is the first Native American elected governor of Minnesota, Jubal Little, who is slowly dying with an arrow through his heart.  Although the men have been bow-hunting, a long-standing tradition among these two friends, this is no hunting accident, and what only Cork knows is that the dying man was quite capable of murder himself.
Coincidentally, the arrow turns out to be one of Cork’s and he becomes the primary suspect in the murder.  Of course Cork understands he’s been set up and, over the course of the novel, works to clear his name and track the real killer.  As a result, he recalls his long, complex relationship with the neighborhood kid who became a populist politician.
Full of nail-biting suspense, Trickster’s Point offers a further look into Cork’s past, as well as an exploration of the motives, both good and ill, that lead men and women into the difficult, sometimes deadly, political arena. 
The Fall of Alice K. by Jim Heynen


 A first novel from a beloved regional author in which an Iowa farm family and its Dutch Calvinist inhabitants struggle with and are redeemed by land, love, and their faith in one another.
Seventeen-year-old Alice Marie Krayenbraak is beautiful, witty, a star student, and a gifted 
athlete. On the surface, she has it all. But in Alice’s hometown of Dutch Center, Iowa, nothing is as it seems. Behind the façade of order and tidiness, the family farm is failing. Alice’s mother is behaving strangely amid apocalyptic fears of Y2K. And her parents have announced their plans to send her special-needs sister Aldah away. On top of it all, the uniformly Dutch Calvinist town has been rattled by an influx of foreign farm workers.
It’s the fall of senior year, and Alice now finds herself at odds with both family and cultural norms when she befriends and soon falls in love with Nickson Vang, the son of Hmong immigrants. Caught in a period of personal and community transformation, Alice and Nickson must navigate their way through vastly different traditions while fighting to create new ones of their own. 
Off the Grid by P.J. Tracy


 On a sailboat ten miles off the Florida coast, Grace MacBride, partner in Monkeewrench Software, thwarts an assassination attempt on retired FBI agent John Smith. A few hours later, in Minneapolis, a fifteen-year-old girl is discovered in a vacant lot, her throat slashed. Later that day, two young men are found in their home a few blocks away, killed execution-style. The next morning, the dead bodies of three more men turn up, savagely murdered in the same neighborhood.
As Minneapolis homicide detectives Leo Magozzi and Gino Rolseth struggle to link the three crimes, they learn that there have been similar murders in other cities around the United States. 
Piece by piece, evidence accumulates, pointing to a suspect that shocks them to the core, uncovering a motive that puts the entire Midwest on high alert and Monkeewrench in the direct line of fire. Before it’s all over, Grace and her partners, Annie, Roadrunner, and Harley Davidson, find themselves in the middle of a shocking collision of violence on a remote northern Minnesota reservation, fighting for their lives.
Staff Picks




         
EVERYONE!

The Art Forger by Barbara Shapiro



 This book will be released in October, but our staff is all reading it this month! Gail says: This story keeps you on the edge of your seat the whole way and you also learn about how paintings are made, evaluated, and sometimes copied.
Lacy:

Lady of the Rivers by Phillipa Gregory 



 Lacy says: Loved it! I've really enjoyed all of Gregory’s books. 

Mr. Darcy Broke My Heart by Beth Pattillo



 

Sarah's Key by Tatiana de Rosnay



 Lacy says: An intense read, and well written. 
The Enclave by Karen Hancock 



 Lacy says: One of my favorite authors of all time!
The Thousand Year Man: Book of Prizom by John Harasimo 



 Lacy says: The author is a friend of my family. This is his first book!
Linda:

Clara and Mr. Tiffany by Susan Vreeland
 


Dressmaker of Khair Khana by Gayle Tzemach Lemmon




 If You Lived Here, I'd Know Your Name by Heather Lende


 Linda says: A charming tale of life in Haines, Alaska by obituary writer and general reporter Heather Lende
Gail:





     

Clara and Mr. Tiffany by Susan Vreeland



 Gail says: A great historical fiction about the women who designed the Tiffany lamps.
Makeda by Randall Robinson




The Dressmaker of Khair Khana by Gayle Lemmon



 Gail says: A true story of Afghanistan.  Kamila must way to support her 
family, but how when the Taliban does not allow women outside their homes?

Caleb's Crossing by Geraldine Brooks



 Gail says: This is a great author. All her books are top notch!
Kathy:
Dancing at the Rascal Fair by Ivan Doig
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Sally:

The Power of Habit by Charles Duhigg



 Sally says: A close and fascinating look at why we, as individuals, companies, and societies, do what we do, and how habits can be made and changed. The examples are lively and varied; there's much to be learned from this book.
 Bury Your Dead by Louise Penny


 Sally says: A customer recently introduced me to the wonderful mysteries written by Louise Penny. They're intelligent, well-written, and full of complex characters. I'll be reading more of her books!
Jamie:

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle by Barbara Kingsolver



 Jamie says: This is the first book I have read by Kingsolver, and I fell in love with her writing.  Sometimes I have a difficult time reading non-fiction, however Kingsolver's writing is so beautiful, it was not a chore at all.  I'll 
admit I skipped over some of the science-y paragraphs, but overall I enjoyed this book.
First, I love the concept of the book.  Kingsolver's family made a pact for one year--if their family couldn't grow it, make it themselves, or buy it locally, they would not eat it. They ate seasonally based on what was harvesting in their garden, and what was available at their farmers' market.  She writes through the seasons,
and includes recipes at the end of each chapter. The manner in which Kingsolver describes the produce produced in her garden is a thing of beauty.  My favorite section is when she celebrates her 50th birthday. The menu sounded delicious and the party was one for the ages! Eating locally and supporting local farmers is very easy to do in our community.  It's a goal I now have for my family.  This book has inspired me to buy more items locally, and to invest time into making more healthy food for my family!
Note from Jen: An easy way to find providers of local food is check to the website www.localharvest.org You can plug in your zip code and get a listing of what’s available in a 50 mile radius.

Jen: 

Canada by Richard Ford



 Jen says: I am loving this book! 15 year old Dell and his twin sister Berner are left (in many senses) when their parents decide to solve financial problems by robbing a bank. Unlike other twins in fiction, this pair is not close. Brother and sister are very different from each other and are dealing with problems as side-by-side units rather than as a team. The story is 
punctuated by well-written understated sentences in a way that is far more effective than exclamation points. 
The Marriage Plot by Jeffrey Eugenides



Jen says: I’m loving this made-for-book-nerds story! The main character is graduating from college with an English degree in the 1980s. I have a feeling I’m going to be heavily recommending this book to our own English degree bibliophile, Hannah!!
       
         

Youth Yak
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Silhouette of a Sparrow by Molly Beth Griffin 



 In the summer of 1926, sixteen-year-old Garnet Richardson is sent to a lake resort to escape the polio epidemic in the city. She dreams of indulging her passion for ornithology and visiting the famous new amusement park—a summer of fun before she returns for her final year of high school, after which she’s expected to marry a nice boy and settle into middle-class homemaking. But in the country, Garnet finds herself under the supervision of equally oppressive guardians—her father’s wealthy cousin and the matron’s stuck-
up daughter. Only a liberating job in a hat shop, an intense, secret relationship with a daring and beautiful flapper, and a deep faith in her own fierce heart can save her from the suffocating boredom of traditional femininity, science of risk and the art of rebellion, and of course, the power of unexpected love. 
Note: Hannah is interviewing Minnesota author, Mary Casanova, on her blog on September 2, 2012. Check it out at http://inthebestworlds.blogspot.com! 

Hannah’s Recommendations:

Frozen by Mary Casanova 



 Hannah says: Set in 1920's Minnesota, Mary Casanova's new novel is about growing up, healing, and letting go. Sadie Rose was taken in by Mr. Worthington, a senator, and Mrs. Worthington after she was found in the snow next to her dead mother. When the book begins Sadie Rose hadn't spoken since her mother died, but as she begins to find her voice, she also begins to uncover secrets of her past. She also learns to let others in and to take care of herself. It's a fascinating story and it's so great to read about this period in Minnesota's history. 

Unspoken by Sarah Rees Brennan 



 Hannah says:  Sarah Rees Brennan is one of my favorite authors, and I think her 
personality shines through this novel so well. It's gothic-inspired, complete with foreboding mansions, mysterious family secrets, and a strong heroine. It has every reason to be dark, but the main character is a spit-fire with a great sense of humor. This book is endearing, humorous, mysterious, and just all around amazing. 

The Diviners by Libba Bray 



 Hannah says: Libba Bray's newest series takes us back to 1920's New York where all things fantastic and paranormal are thriving. A handful of fascinating characters with huge personalities and colorful pasts are brought together as the ghost of a murderer is terrorizing the city. This book is worth the shivers down the spine and the nightmares that come with it. It completely transports you to a different place and time. 

Embers & Echoes by Karsten Knight 



 Hannah says: I've been waiting a year for this book and it's finally here! The sequel 
to Wildefire ups the stakes with new threats, a new setting, and fantastic new characters. Karsten Knight's story brings together gods and goddesses from religions and cultures all over the world. Some exist to cause trouble, some to keep peace - but all around they make a really great read. 

Every Day by David Levithan 



 Hannah says: This is one of those books that just feels so important. I get the feeling that if more people read this book, there'd be a greater understanding amongst one another. Every day A wakes up in a different body, living a different life. This storyline lends itself to exploring what really defines who we are - is it physical appearance, values, gender? Who would you be if you looked like someone else or grew up in a different home? There are a lot of questions asked, and David Levithan leaves them open for the reader to answer. 
The Toadhouse Trilogy by Jess Lourey


 Hannah says: I’m so excited to read Jess Lourey’s first YA novel!
Note: Many of you are hopefully familiar with Lourey’s adult Murder-by-the-Month series.
The Peculiar by Stefan Bachman


 Hannah says: Keep your eye out for this one! It’s a magical story that crosses all ages. The author started writing it when he was 16. 
He’s 18 now, living in Switzerland and studying music. This book is seriously impressive and when I heard his age I was blown away. 

Book Group Reads

Current Events Book Group

(open to men and women, meets at Beagle Books on the 3rd Saturday of the month at 5PM)

September 15th at 5PM:

Our Patchwork Nation by Dante Chinni




Beagle Books Men’s Book Group

Tuesday, September 18th at 8 AM: 
The Art of Fielding by Chad Horbach




Beagle Books Women’s Book Group

Thursday, September 13th at 6PM:

Nothing Daunted by Dorothy Wickenden




Sister Wolf Morning Book Group

Wednesday, September 12 at 9AM: 

Little Princes by Conor Grennan




Sister Wolf Evening Book Group

  Thursday, September 6 at 7PM:
The Story of Beautiful Girl by Rachel Simon



Thursday, September 20 at 7PM:
Mercy Train by Rae Meadows


 We’ll be skype-ing with the author!!
Sister Wolf Book Group Potluck:
Wednesday, September 26 at Noon
Angle of Declination by Doug & Sally Mayfield


 This meeting will be a noon potluck with both the Sister Wolf morning and evening book groups. Call Sister Wolf for details.[image: image47.jpg]
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