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June Events!



      Sunday Classics Series kicks off Sunday, June 3rd!!! Sunday Classic Series is a series of performance and dinner events presented by 
Y-Steak House & Beagle Books. To get our 2012 season started is Joan Steffend (yes, Joan Steffend from KARE-11 and HGTV) and Joe Brandmeier! Tickets are $30 each (available at Y-Steak House or Beagle Books) and include dinner, entertainment, wine or liquor tasting, tax, and tip! Beagle Books will be on hand to introduce authors and sell books. 
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(Pst - Up North: Reflections Moments & Memories is Jen’s favorite coffee table book EVER).   

Shameless Promotion
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           New t-shirts are in! (Awesome bookseller not included with purchase of t-shirt).

June Events! Cont.
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Dorset's annual Festival of Authors and Artists! Saturday, June 23 from noon to 8:00 pm. There will be a juried art show on the boardwalk, as well as live music. 
Sister Wolf will be filled with authors and their books—come in to meet a favorite author, meet up-and-coming writers, and to get signed copies of their books! Keep checking http://www.sisterwolfbooks.com/events.html for an up-to-date schedule.
Midwest Connections Picks
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          May Picks: 



                   
Return to Wake Robin by Marnie O. Mamminga
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 Five generations of Marnie O. Mamminga’s family have been rejuvenated by times together in Wisconsin’s Northwoods. In a series of evocative remembrances accompanied by a treasure trove of vintage family photos, Mamminga takes us to Wake Robin, the cabin her 
grandparents built in 1929 on Big Spider Lake near Hayward, on land adjacent to Moody’s 

Camp. Along the way she preserves the spirit and cultural heritage of a vanishing era, conveying the heart of a place and the community that gathered there.

The Chaperone by Laura Moriarty 
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 A captivating novel about the woman who chaperoned an irreverent Louise Brooks to New York City in 1922, and the summer that would change them both.

Only a few years before becoming a famous actress and an icon for her generation, a fifteen-year-old Louise Brooks leaves Wichita to make it big in New York. Much to her annoyance, she is accompanied by a thirty-six-year-old chaperone who is neither mother nor friend. Cora Carlisle is a complicated but traditional woman with her own reasons for making the trip. She has no idea what she’s in for: Young Louise, already stunningly beautiful and sporting her famous blunt bangs and black bob, is known for her arrogance and her lack of respect for convention. Ultimately, the five weeks they spend together will change their lives forever.

For Cora, New York holds the promise of discovery that might prove an answer to the question at the center of her being, and even as she does her best to watch over Louise in a strange and bustling city, she embarks on her own mission. And while what she finds isn’t what she anticipated, it liberates her in a way she could not have imagined. Over the course of the summer, Cora’s eyes are opened to the promise of the twentieth century and a new 
understanding of the possibilities for being fully alive.
The Color of War by James Campbell
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 In the pantheon of great World War II conflicts, the battle for Saipan is often forgotten. Yet historian Donald Miller calls it "as important to victory over Japan as the Normandy invasion was to victory over Germany." For the Americans, defeating the Japanese came at a high price. In the words of a Time magazine correspondent, Saipan was "war at its grimmest." 
On the night of July 17, 1944, as Admirals Ernest King and Chester Nimitz were celebrating the battle's end, the Port Chicago Naval Ammunition Depot, just thirty-five miles northeast of San Francisco, exploded with a force nearly that of an atomic bomb. The men who died in the blast were predominantly black sailors. They toiled in obscurity loading munitions ships with ordnance essential to the US victory in Saipan. Yet instead of honoring the sacrifice these men made for their country, the Navy blamed them for the accident, and when the men refused to handle ammunition again, launched the largest mutiny trial in US naval history.

The Obsidian Blade by Pete Hautman
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 See Youth Yak. 

Every Cowgirl Loves a Rodeo by Rebecca Janni
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 See Youth Yak.

Staff Picks




      
We have a new staff member at Sister Wolf! 

Meet Tony: 

My name is Tony, I am a long time resident of Dorset, Minnesota. I graduated from Itasca Community College with an AA degree in elementary education and I have now enrolled at Hibbing Community College in the police academy to become a law enforcement officer. I am heavily involved with theater having participated in Grand Rapids for the last two years, as well as four years in high school. I have done many musicals and other theater performances. I’m looking forward to summer! 

Tony is reading: 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins



Gail:


Haiti-After the Earthquake by Dr. Paul Farmer



Little Princes by Conor Grennan


 Gail says: The author discovers the children that he is working with in an orphanage in Nepal have been trafficked and really do have families.  This is an eye opener.

Safe from the Sea by Peter Geye



 Gail says: Exciting story of a shipwreck on Lake Superior.
The Long-Shining Waters by Danielle Soison



 Gail says: Also a Lake Superior story but entirely different.
Steady as She Goes: Women's Adventures at Sea by Barbara Sjoholm, editor

 

 Gail says: True stories of some pretty wild adventures from paddling kayaks to a captain of a schooner fishing for swordfish.
The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd [image: image18.png]


 Gail says: Really enjoyed this book!
Kathy:

Every Day is a Good Day: Reflections by Contemporary Indigenous Women by Winona Mankiller

 


Then Again by Diane Keaton




Hannah’s Reads are listed in Youth Yak

Sally:






    Angle of Declination by Sally and Doug Mayfield



 Sally says: The novel is set in the early 70s, and tells the story of Allie and Mike. While they deeply love each other, the couple struggles to reconcile their differing world views and values. (Mike is a Viet Nam vet) The book catches the era beautifully. The Mayfields will be at Sister Wolf for the Festival of Authors and Artists on June 23.
The Long-Shining Waters by Danielle Sosin 

 Sally says: The novel focuses on three women who live on the shore of Lake Superior during three different centuries. Each is vividly drawn, as is the lake itself. This book was short-listed for the Minnesota Book Award in fiction this year; Sosin will be at Sister Wolf during the Festival of Authors and Artists on June 23.
Linda:                                                        

 The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak 
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          The Long-Shining Waters by Danielle Sosin
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          The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne
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 Jamie:




          Day After Night by Anita Diamant


 


      

A Thousand Lives: The Untold Story of Hope, Deception, and Survival at Jonestown by Julia Scheeres



Jen: 




       
         Safe from the Sea by Peter Geye
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 Jen says: I’ve been on such a non-fiction kick lately that this book ended up on the “will-get-to-pile” for much too long. When I reached the last sentence of chapter one (of course I’m not going to tell you!), I remembered why we read fiction: good writing can impact the reader with truths like non-fiction never can. Imagine by Jonah Lehrer
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 Jen says: I hardly ever give a book 5/5 stars on Goodreads, but I did for this one. Fascinating look at what generates creativity. Jonah Lehrer is becoming one of my favorite writers. This has been my favorite book to sell as a graduation gift (especially for college grads). I’m thinking of giving it to my dad as a gift this summer (shh).
Cutting For Stone by Abraham Verghese
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 Jen says: I’m listening to this on audio. The reader is excellent and the story very good, though for this sensitive-to-blood reader, I might have been better to read the print book. The first part of the book recounts the difficult birth of a pair of twins, whose parents are a nun and a surgeon. My favorite character is a bold woman doctor who has little time for male egos.
Youth Yak
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The Obsidian Blade by Pete Hautman
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 The first time his father disappeared, Tucker Feye had just turned thirteen. The Reverend Feye simply climbed on the roof to fix a shingle, let out a scream, and vanished — only to walk up the driveway an hour later, looking older and worn, with a strange girl named Lahlia in tow. In the months that followed, Tucker watched his father grow distant and his once loving mother slide into madness. But then both of his parents disappear. Now in the care of his wild Uncle Kosh, Tucker begins to suspect that the disks of shimmering air he keeps 
seeing — one right on top of the roof — hold the answer to restoring his family. And when he dares to step into one, he’s launched on a time-twisting journey
— from a small Midwestern town to a futuristic hospital run by digitally augmented healers, from the death of an ancient prophet to a forest at the end of time. Inevitably, Tucker’s actions alter the past and future, changing his world forever.
Every Cowgirl Loves a Rodeo by Rebecca Janni
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 Nellie Sue is keeping it fair at the fair Nellie Sue is back and she's taking her cowgirl flair to the county fair. There are games to play, animals to pet, and rides to go on. But of course, Nellie Sue is really looking forward to the Bike Rodeo. She hopes that practicing will make her and her two-wheeled horse good enough to win against the reigning champion and her friend, A. J. Pickett. When a nearby goat gets loose and threatens to ruin A.J.'s ride, Nellie Sue knows that it's her job as an honest cowgirl to step in--even if it means coming in second place.
Hannah’s Recommendations:

Shadow and Bone by Leigh Bardugo 



 Hannah says: This is a book set in a fantasy version of Russia. It's magical and 

beautiful.  It's completely fantastical, but it's not hard to pick up on the foreign aspects and get swept up into this world. There's darkness and deceit, but there's also a lot of finding the balance between light and dark/truth and lies. The beginning of what is bound to be a well loved series. It's a young adult novel, but I think there's plenty in here that adults can connect with as well.
The Princesses of Iowa by M. Molly Backes 

 Hannah says: Such a beautiful written debut novel that deals with the hardship of being a teenager in today's world. Backes covers a myriad of issues all set against the backdrop of the familiar landscape of Iowa. Paige is a character that is forced to grow up, learning the hard way. I recommend this book both to teens and to adults who are struggling to understand teenagers. And I think high school teachers would find things in this book, especially the lessons coming from the brilliant creative writing teacher, useful and insightful.
Bitter End by Jennifer Brown


 Hannah says: This is a book that's difficult to read because of its subject matter. Alex is a normal girl who finds herself in an abusive relationship. Brown takes readers from the beginning of that relationship through all the stages of abuse. It's wonderfully written and it 

really gives you a look inside the mind and internal conflict of a girl who is abused. It's painful, but a story that invites understanding. Definitely powerful and worth reading.  
Timepiece by Myra McEntire

 

 Hannah says: Ok. If you haven't read Hourglass yet, go do that. That was one of my favorite books last year and now Timepiece, the second book in the series, will be out in the beginning of June. Hourglass was awesome, but Myra McEntire upped her game in Timepiece. She switches the point of view from the witty and feisty Emerson, to the emotionally damaged Kaleb. I was worried about continuing the series with someone I wasn't as familiar with. But that decision just made this series that much better and McEntire definitely demonstrated that her books aren't going to fall into any category of predictable or typical. These books are amazing. Read them!
Moonglass by Jessi Kirby



 Hannah says: I read this book and felt the strong need to live by the ocean, spending my days lying on the beach, combing for sea glass, and jumping off cliffs into the water. Ok, maybe not jumping off cliffs because heights and I aren't friends, but you get the picture. This is a contemporary novel, but Kirby did this 

interesting thing by weaving in mermaid mythology. Read this if you're a fan of mythology of fantasy because it really shows how the fantastical can be applied to life and can be a healing power. 
Book Group Reads
Beagle Books Men’s Book Group

Tuesday, June 19th at 8 AM:

The Fountainhead by Ayn Rand



Beagle Books Women’s Book Group

We take the summer off!

Good thing there’s thriving book groups happening at our sister store, Sister Wolf (
Sister Wolf Morning Book Group
The morning group is so big that we meet twice for each book! You are welcome to join us either morning. 

June 6 or 7 at 9 AM: The Reading Promise: My Father and the Books We Shared by Alice Ozma




June 20 or 21 at 9 AM: Next to Love by Ellen Feldman




Sister Wolf Evening Book Group
Thursday, June 14 at 7 PM

A Song at Twilight: Of Alzheimer’s and Love by Nancy Paddock




Thursday, June 28 at 7 PM

22 Britannia Road by Amanda Hodgkinson 
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