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TASTE OF DORSET! 



   As always, the annual Taste of Dorset is 11-3:00 on the first Sunday in August. So that means this year’s will be August 5th! We have 3 authors signing, a local photograph with matted prints, Bob will be in front of Sister Wolf Books making slime with kids, the coffee bar will be open--and all our great books and gifts will be available. Join us! 




        Have you seen this fun Taste of Dorset video? Check it out! http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mX4r0x42v6w
Bookstore Shop Hop 



August 10 to August 26 

      Beagle Books & Bindery, Bookin' It in Little Falls, Cherry Street Books in Alexandria, and Sister Wolf Books in Dorset are teaming up again for our second annual shop hop! We've expanded the length of the event, and each store is planning special events. Start at any store, pick up a passport, and have it stamped at all four stores to be entered into a drawing for terrific prizes. 
Here's the happy winner of last year's grand prize. 




Come collect your prizes! 

We'll also have a gift bag for each Shop Hopper, filled with bookish items.

Where’s Waldo in Park Rapids 
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Macy, Grand Prize Winner of Where’s Waldo Find in Park Rapids
Did you find Waldo in Park Rapids in July?? Lots of people did! We finished out the month with a Where’s Waldo party. We had face painting, cake, punch, pin-the-glasses-on-Waldo, and more! To see our pictures, check here: http://beagle-books.com/events.html#waldo Thanks to all the participating businesses, how fun to work together!
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Midwest Connections Picks
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July/August Picks:



      Locally Grown: Portraits of Artisanal Farms from America’s Heartland by Anna Blessing [image: image4.jpg]


 This beautiful book by writer and photographer Anna H. Blessing introduces readers to the story of the modern heartland farm. The book explores how sustainable practices–and close ties to high-profile chefs and restaurateurs–have propelled the “locally grown” culinary movement into a central feature of life in major cities like Chicago. Blessing lays out the rich histories of 25 Midwestern farms through beautiful photography, fascinating anecdotes from farmers and chefs, and up-close looks at what makes each farm so unique. Looking at esteemed chefs like Charlie Trotter and Paul Kahan, who scour farmers markets for natural ingredients and develop personal business relationships with small-time farmers, Locally Grown shows how both long-standing and newly founded farms, along with urban farms and metropolitan nonprofit organizations like Growing Power and City Provisions, are boosting the sustainable food movement.
Spirit of the Ojibwe: Images of Lac Courte Oreilles Elders by Sara Balbin, James R. Bailey, and Thelma Nayquonabe
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 In the 1740s, a group of Ojibwe 

Indians left Madeline Island, in Lake Superior, and traveled south to Odaawaa Zaaga’igan, the place where they found the dead Ottawa. Like other tribes and bands in the area, these people, who became the Lac Courte Oreilles Band, had most of their land taken by legal chicanery and were relegated to a reservation. Many found work in the burgeoning lumber industry, but after the virgin forest was cut down, they fell upon hard times. And this was not all that they encountered. Facing the detrimental attitudes of the time, and with their children forced to attend off-reservation boarding schools, the Ojibwe were told that their elaborate culture was of no account and that their ancient language was worthless. Confronting this challenge, the thirty-two elders whose stories are told here, and many others, with courage and quiet determination, maintained their traditions and rebuilt their heritage. It is to tell their story that this book was written. 
Staff Picks




         
Our newest staff member is….LACY!

Lacy’s reading includes:

The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern
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Sisterhood Everlasting by Ann Brashares
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Linda:

Once Upon a River by Bonnie Jo Campbell [image: image8.jpg]


 
Come Home by Lisa Scottoline
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In One Person by John Irving 
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Gail:





     

State of Wonder by Ann Patchett 
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Clara and Mr. Tiffany by Susan Vreeland [image: image12.jpg]


 Gail says: I really enjoyed this one!  Besides a good story, the historical background was well done.  We learned about the Tiffany art studios where the famous Tiffany lamps were created and the world of the working girl in the early 1900's.  

Tolstoy and the Purple Chair by Nina Sankovitch [image: image13.jpg]


 

A Song at Twilight:of Alzheimer’s and Love by Nancy Paddock
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 Gail says: This memoir of Alzheimer's spurs me to have a discussion with my family about decisions that may have to made as my husband and I grow older.
Kathy:
The Long-Shining Waters by Danielle Sosin [image: image15.jpg]


 

Shunning Sarah by Julie Kramer 
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Sally:

The Art of Fielding by Chad Harbach
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 Sally says: This novel focuses on 

members of the  baseball team at Westish, a small liberal arts college, as well as the college president and his daughter--but it transcends baseball.  As one customer commented, "It's about life!" 

Caleb's Crossing by Geraldine Brooks 
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 Sally says: Brooks is a master at weaving a fictional world around a small historical nugget. Caleb was an historical person--the first Native American to graduate from Harvard, and the book relates story ss told by a fictional narrator, Bethia Mayfield. The book gives an excellent feel for life in America in the seventeenth century, with particular emphasis on conditions for women. One of the Sister Wolf book groups will be discussing the book in August.
Hannah’s and Jamie’s Reads are listed in Youth Yak

Jen: 

In the Garden of Beasts by Erik Larson [image: image19.jpg]



Youth Yak
This month, we’ve got a lengthy Youth Yak segment. Jen recommends some favorite preschool/early elementary books, Jamie recommends some good middle grade/young adult (YA) books, and Hannah recommends YA books.

Jen’s Recommendations:

Good Night, Gorilla by Peggy Rathmann [image: image20.jpg]Goop NiG
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 Jen says: This fun story of a zookeeper who inadvertently brings home all of the zoo’s animals thanks to a monkey who steals his cage keys remains one of my favorites.

Animals Working Together series by Martha E.H. Rustad
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 Jen says: I first found these while researching books for a first grade teacher and have been recommending them ever since. This great series of books is about animal symbiosis. The text is sparse, but informative. The photographs are eye-catching. Kids love them!
Jamie’s Recommendations:

          The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate by Jacqueline Kelly 
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 Jamie says: I really enjoyed this book for many reasons.  I love how Calpurnia has a budding relationship with her grandfather.  Her other siblings think he's strange, and have no time for him, yet Calpurnia's intrigue of science is the basis of her relationship with grandfather.  I also love how Calpurnia pushes gender boundaries and expectations.  As a fourteen-year-old from a well-to-do family, in post Civil War United States, she wants nothing to do with a coming-out party nor learning how to be a wife.  She just wants to do science in every form, something that is unheard of in that era.  

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne
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 Jamie says: This young adult Holocaust book is an eye-opener.  The naiveté of Bruno (the main character) adds to the depth and power of this book.  He thinks it's cool that his dad is referred to as the Commandant and that he wears and flashy uniform.  Yet, when they have to move to "Out With," Bruno is not impressed.  However, one day while out exploring, he meets a young Jewish boy on the other side of the fence.  After introductions, they realize they were born on the same day.  Bruno continues to meet the boy and they eventually 

become friends (of course unknowingly to Bruno's family).  The conversations the boys have are deep, meaningful, and full of heart.  The ending of the book had my mouth hanging open in disbelief.  A great read for all ages!

Hannah’s Recommendations:

Rift by Andrea Cremer 
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 Hannah says: The first book in a series that predates Andrea Cremer's incredible Nightshade trilogy. I loved Nightshade so much, and I even said that if Cremer wrote a history book about the world she created, I would read it. And here's the origins and the history, wrapped up in a compelling story with another powerful heroine. Love it. 

Team Human by Justine Larbalestier and Sarah Rees Brennan 
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 Hannah says: This is a really smart parody of vampire fiction. Mel's best friend falls in love with a vampire and does everything she can to try to convince everyone how bad of an idea that is. It's great for both lovers of vampire fiction and for those who think it's ridiculous. No matter what team you're on, it's impossible not to laugh out loud through the whole book.

Throne of Glass by Sarah J. Maas 
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 Hannah says: This is an epic fantasy novel about a girl who was trained to be an assassin. After a mission goes wrong, she ends up a slave at a death camp until the prince of her kingdom pulls her out to compete in a competition to be the king's assassin. The world building is incredible, the plot line is intense, and the characters are complex. Definitely an instant favorite.

Pushing the Limits by Katie McGarry 
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 Hannah says: Do you ever read books and forget that they're fiction? Well, this is one of those. The story alternates between Noah and Echo as they deal with pretty serious family issues. They fall in love in a really fierce way, but that doesn't fix their problems. They support one another as they individually work at changing their lot in life. This is a really powerful book that hits home, no matter what kind of family you come from. 

Book Group Reads

A new book group will be forming! The Park Rapids League of Women Voters and Beagle Books are partnering to host a Current Events Book Group. This group will be open to men and women. We’ll have an organizational meeting on Saturday, August 25th, 5-ishPM at Beagle Books. Join us!

Beagle Books Men’s Book Group

Tuesday, August 21 at 8 AM: Wingshooters by Nina Revoyr
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Beagle Books Women’s Book Group

We’ll be meeting this month to pick books for our next season of book discussions! 6:30 PM on Tuesday, August 21st at Beagle Books. If you can’t make it, but want to recommend a book for the group to discuss, email Jen: beagle-books@arvig.net
Sister Wolf Morning Book Group

The morning group is so big that we meet twice for each book! You are welcome to join us either morning. 

9AM  Wednesday, August 1 or Thursday, August 2 Once Upon a River by Bonnie Jo Campbell [image: image32.jpg]


 This novel is being called a female Huckleberry Finn. Sixteen-year-old Margo Crane is a beauty whose unflinching gaze and uncanny ability with a rifle have not made her life any easier. After the violent death of her father, Margo takes to her boat and sets out on the Stark River in search of her vanished mother. But the river is a dangerous place for a young woman traveling alone, and she must be strong to survive, using her knowledge of the natural world and her ability to look unsparingly into the hearts of those around her. 


9AM  Wednesday, August 15 or Thursday, Aug. 16 Makeda by Randall Robinson
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 A universal story of family, heritage, and the ties that bind.

9AM  Wednesday, August 29 
(Note: just one meeting per book through the end of the season.)

Caleb's Crossing by Geraldine Brooks 
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 In 1665, a young man from Martha's Vineyard became the first Native American to graduate from Harvard College. Upon this slender factual scaffold, Brooks has created a luminous tale of love and faith, magic and adventure. 

Sister Wolf Evening Book Group
7 PM Thursday, August 9 
Clara and Mr. Tiffany by Susan Vreeland [image: image35.jpg]


 In this work of historical fiction, Vreeland creates a dynamic portrait of Clara Driscoll, lead designer for Louis Comfort Tiffany (famous for Tiffany lamps) and a woman conflicted between her desires for artistic recognition and romantic love.
7PM Thursday, August 23 


          The Dressmaker of Khair Khana by Gayle Tzemach Lemmon 
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 The author of this work of non-fiction is a former reporter for ABC. The book is about a fearless young entrepreneur who brought hope to the lives of dozens of women in war-torn Afghanistan.
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