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Midwest Booksellers Choice Awards 2010

2010 Award Winners

FICTION
A Gate at the Stairs by Lorrie Moore $15
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NONFICTION
The Girls From Ames: 

A Story of Women & 

a Forty-Year Friendship by Jeffrey Zaslow $16
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POETRY

The Chain Letter of the Soul: 

New and Selected Poems by Bill Holm $18.00
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CHILDREN’S PICTURE BOOK

Otis by Loren Long $17.99
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CHILDREN’S LITERATURE
Shiver by Maggie Stiefvater $8.99
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2010 Honor Books

FICTION

Driftless by David Rhodes $16.00
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NONFICTION

Healthy Bread In Five Minutes a Day by Jeff Hertzberg & Zoë François $27.99
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POETRY

Beloved on the Earth: 150 Poems of Grief and Gratitude by Jim Perlman, Deborah Cooper, 
Mara Hart, Pamela Mittlefehldt, Eds. $16.95
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CHILDREN’S PICTURE BOOK

Moose on the Loose by Kathy-jo Wargin
Illustrated by John Bendall-Brunello $15.95

[image: image9.jpg]



CHILDREN’S LITERATURE

Odd and the Frost Giants by Neil Gaiman
$14.99
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Midwest Connections Picks
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     A late August Pick

Some Like It Cold: A Sheboygan Surfin’ Safari by William Povletich
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For the past six decades, twin brothers Lee and Larry Williams have been surfing the gnarliest waves despite living nearly 2,000 miles from any ocean. To overcome the obstacles of being born and raised in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, they brought their dreams and long boards to the shores of Lake Michigan. Some Like It Cold: A Sheboygan 

Surfin’ Safari chronicles the lives of two brothers and the evolution of the unique culture they helped build.

 Since the Williams brothers rode their first Lake Michigan waves as teenagers, surfing became their life’s ambition. Often braving 35-degree waters and wind-chill temperatures hovering below zero, they quickly realized the “Malibu of the Midwest’s” biggest adversaries weren’t the lack of waves, but rather hypothermia and frostbite. Customizing their wetsuits to allow them to last nearly three hours in the iciest of waters, the brothers helped revolutionize a surfing culture unknown to most.

 At the encouragement of friends and family, the Williams brothers organized the first Dairyland Surf Classic in 1988 as an opportunity to meet and compete with those who shared their love of Great Lakes surfing. What began as a humble social gathering of a couple dozen friends now attracts hundreds of surfers and thousands of fans from around the world. The event parallels the Williams’ lifelong mission to ride the ultimate wave while bringing a newfound respect to the sport they love in the place they call home.

September Picks

Freedom by Jonathan Franzen $28
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Patty and Walter Berglund were the new pioneers of old St. Paul—the gentrifiers, the hands-on parents, the avant-garde of the Whole Foods generation. Patty was the ideal sort of neighbor, who could tell you where to recycle your batteries and how to get the local cops to actually do their job. She was an enviably perfect 
mother and the wife of Walter’s dreams. Together with Walter—environmental lawyer, commuter cyclist, total family man—she was doing her small part to build a better world.

But now, in the new millennium, the Berglunds have become a mystery. Why has their teenage son moved in with the aggressively Republican family next door? Why has Walter taken a job working with Big Coal? What exactly is Richard Katz—outré rocker and Walter’s college best friend and rival—still doing in the picture? Most of all, what has happened to Patty? Why has the bright star of Barrier Street become “a very different kind of neighbor,” an implacable Fury coming unhinged before the street’s attentive eyes?

Vermilion Drift by William Kent Krueger $25
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When the Department of Energy puts an underground iron mine on its short list of potential sites for storage of nuclear waste, a barrage of protest erupts in Tamarack County, Minnesota, and Cork is hired as a security consultant. 

Deep in the mine during his first day on the job, Cork stumbles across a secret room that contains the remains of six murder victims. Five appear to be nearly half a century old—connected to what the media once dubbed "The Vanishings," a series of unsolved disappearances in the summer of 1964, when Cork's father was sheriff in Tamarack County. But the sixth has been dead less than a week. What's worse, two of the bodies—including the most recent victim—were killed using Cork's own gun, one handed down to him from his 
father. 

As Cork searches for answers, he must dig into his own past and that of his father, a well-respected man who harbored a ghastly truth. Time is running out, however. New threats surface, and unless Cork can unravel the tangled thread of clues quickly, more death is sure to come. 

Stolen Horses by Dan O’Brien $19.95
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McDermot, Nebraska, is a pleasant, scenic western cattle town situated in the Pawnee River valley—just the place for people seeking refuge from their hectic city lives. It is also just the place for those who have made their homes on this haunting prairie since the late nineteenth century. Ideal for both, McDermot means 

everything to those native inhabitants and something very different to those who are looking for a new life.

 

As the native residents wrestle with the arrival of outsiders, a local journalist uncovers a medical scandal epitomizing the problems facing the divided community. After the death of two men, it falls to the ancient but powerful district attorney to mediate a resolution between the clashing interests of the new and the old West. And the Thurston family, descended from the town’s first citizen, sets out in its own way to fight the forces threatening to destroy it. This is the story of new and old interests colliding, of small western plains towns confronting the forces of “progress.”

Vestments by John Reimringer $25
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"Let me begin today, illumined by Thy light, to destroy this part of the natural man which lives in me in its entirety, the obstacle that constantly keeps me from Thy Love." Taught this prayer as a boy by his grandfather, James Dressler recites it each time he's tempted by earthly desires. Originally drawn to the priesthood by the mystery, purity, and sensual fabric of the Church, as well as by its promise of a safe harbor from his tempestuous home, James finds himself -- just a few years after his ordination -- attracted again to his first love, Betty Garcia. Torn between these opposing desires, and haunted by his familial heritage, James finds himself at a crossroads. Exploring age-old and yet urgently contemporary issues in the Catholic Church, and infused throughout by a rich sense of the history and vibrant texture of St. Paul, and infused throughout by a rich sense of the history and vibrant texture of St. Paul, this is an utterly honest and subtly lyrical novel.
Staff News




    Hannah is now attending graduate school in SPAIN!
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Jennie was offered a full-time position by the Northwoods Press.

[image: image18.png]mrthwoads Press





Congratulations and GOOD LUCK to you!
Staff Picks
  



      Linda: 




     Zeitoun by Dave Eggers
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That Old Cape Magic by Richard Russo 
The Knitting Circle by Ann Hood

Sally: 
Ape House  by Sara Gruen $26, which will be released Sept. 7.
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Stones into Schools by Greg Mortenson on audio (the paperback will be out the end of October for $16)




       
Jennifer: 




        
        
The Personal History of Rachel DuPree by Ann Weisgarber $25.95
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Zeitoun by Dave Eggers on audio (paperback is $15.95)

Jen says: It’s quite a contrast to read these two together. The Personal History of Rachel DuPree is a novel about a pioneer family in the Dakotas suffering through a drought. Zeitoun is a biography of a family during Hurricane Katrina and the flooding is unbelievable!

Cindie:
Island Beneath The Sea by Isabel Allende
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Gail: Postville, U.S.A by Mark Grey, Michelle Devlin and Aaron Goldsmith $14.95
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 Gail says: Postville, Iowa, about the size of Park Rapids has been going through ethnic change.  Their story provides urgently needed insights for small towns in the face of new global economics and international migration.  An eye-opening read.

The Reason for God by Timothy Keller $16

Conversations with Jon Hassler by Joseph Plut $19.95 Gail says: Jon Hassler was a teacher in the Park Rapids School.  He became a well-known Minnesota author. Joseph Plut's book is a collection of interviews with Jon about his writing.  You also learn much about the man behind the books.
Youth Yak
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 Penny Dreadful by Laurel Snyder $16.99 On-sale September 28th
One of the best things about my job is that I’m constantly falling in love and none of the objects of my affection ever snubs me or feels hurt when I became infatuated with a new love. My latest 

plunge is Laurel Snyder’s Penny Dreadful, due out the end of this month. Not only did I love this book, my daughter Megan (entering 3rd grade this fall) fell in love too. We read this together out loud over a series of evenings. In the beginning, Megan would beg for extra pages to be read. When we got to the last chapter, we read very slowly, dreading the coming of the last page. So 

WHAT is this book about?? Here’s a short 

synopsis: Penelope Grey wishes for something anything!—interesting to happen, and here’s what she gets:

• Her father quits his job.
• Her family runs out of money.
• Her home becomes a pit of despair.

So Penelope makes another wish, and this time the Greys inherit a ramshackle old house in the middle of nowhere. Off they go, leaving the city and their problems behind them. Their new home is full of artists, tiny lions, unusual feasts, and true friends. Almost immediately, their lives are transformed. Penelope’s mother finds an unexpected job, her father discovers a hidden talent, and Penelope changes her name!

Penny’s new life feels too magical to be real, too real to be magic. And it may be too good to last . . . unless she can find a way to make magic work just one more time—if it even was magic.

For fun, I contacted Laurel Snyder, asked if we could do an interview, and she said yes! Megan wanted to help with the interview, so we both fired questions at Laurel. Enjoy!
Megan: How did you come up with the character names [in Penny Dreadful]? Do you have friends with those names?

Laurel: Almost all of them are based on the names of people I've known.  Jasper, Bea, Luella-- these are some kids I know, friends of my son's.  
In a few cases (Abbie/Rich/Bea/Luella Gulson) I  stole the names from an entire family, but they gave me permission!
In some cases, I've manipulated the names.  For instance, Myra and Tolly Donsky are not lawyers, but really two adorable little girls I know (Mira and Tali). The big exception is Penny herself. I've never known a Penelope or a Penny.
M: Which name do you like the best?

L: I love the name Jasper for a girl!

M: Do you have any pets?

L: I have a surly cat named Hassle (but we also call her Kittenhead) and a dog named Lucy.

Jennifer: Why do you write for children? 

L: I didn't mean to write for children, exactly (though I wanted to write for kids when I was one).  But I was a poet first, and then one year, I found myself frustrated and blocked. So I started rereading a lot of children's books, and stumbled into picture books (calling them prose poems to begin with), and then into writing my first novel.  Now it feels right to me, almost obvious that this is where I'd end up. It lets me play with language, and invention, but also find a wider, better, audience. Kids who read are wide-open to ideas. They believe. Kids are so smart!
J: Where are all the places you've lived in your life?

L: Baltimore, Charlottesville, Harrisonburg, Chattanooga, Iowa City, Haifa (very briefly), Manhattan (very briefly), Atlanta!
J: What authors do you like to read (adult & children)?
L: My favorite adult author is probably Wallace Stegner.  My favorite poet is probably John Berryman (whose Dreamsong #14 is chopped up and littered into  Penny Dreadful).  My favorite children's authors-- gosh, there are so many. James Thurber for sure.  Edward Eager and E Nesbit and Lewis Carroll and CS Lewis and PL Travers and Betty McDonald and Susan Cooper and Zilpha Keatly Snyder...  the last year I've 
been rereading Cynthia Voight and EL Konigsberg.
J: What authors did you like to read as a child?

L: Ha! See above.  As a kid I also really loved poetry-- Yeats and Blake especially.  But I'm for kids reading everything that can get their hands on.  I had my share of Sweet Valley Highs too!
Book Group Picks

Beagle Books Mens Book Group

Tuesday, September 21st at 8AM: 

I Curse the River of Time by Per Petterson $23
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Beagle Books Womens Book Group

We decided to meet the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 6PM at Beagle Books. The group is open and we encourage new attendees!

Wednesday, September 8th at 6PM:

Zeitoun by Dave Eggers $15.95
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Sister Wolf Womens Morning Group

Wednesday, September 1 at 9AM:

The Knitting Circle by Ann Hood $13.95
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Sister Wolf Womens (Morning and Evening) Groups

Noon Potluck on Wednesday, September 22nd  - Call Sister Wolf Books for location and directions.

Cutting for Stone by Ahraham Verghese
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Blue Stocking Society

River Town: Two Years on the Yangtze by Peter Hessler $14.99
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Watercolor Workshop at Blank Canvas Gallery
“PLANT PORTRAITS IN NATURE”

Dates: Wednesday, September 22nd and Thursday, September 23rd 

Times: 9:30 A.M. – 3:30 P.M. 

Location: Visitor Center at Itasca State Park—Bring a sack lunch each day

Cost: ($85.00 Members) - $95.00 Non-Members 

Level: Beginning - Intermediate - Advanced 

Workshop Presenter: Sandy Miles 

Workshop Overview: The main objective of this workshop is to expand edge of both positive and negative painting to create a floral design. 
One Last Thing

Sally recently read an article asking : Are you a SIPPER or a GULPER? We’re not talking about slurping down a beverage, we’re talking about, what else, reading! Do you sip? Read bits here and there throughout the day when you can? Or do you gulp? Do you require a block of time so you can sit and consume an entire book (or a large chunk) at once? Let us know! Here’s what a few of our staff say: 

Sally - Both! Is it sipping or gulping to read while brushing teeth?

Jennie – I’m a sipper, unless the book REALLY grabs my attention, then I gulp. 

Linda - Well, I'd like to be a gulper; but that only happens when on an extended vacation or when I'm sick.  Now that things have slowed down a bit at Sister Wolf, I sometimes get to "sip" little bits of reading here and there; but most of my reading happens after 10 or 11 p.m. when I tuck 

myself into bed with a good book.
Jennifer – I like to gulp, but I don’t often time to gulp. I usually sip every morning and every night, and of course, I always have an audio book going in my car, so if I have a long distance to travel, I gulp, and if not, I sip!
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