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Kent Nerburn Signing at Beagle Books! 

by Jen
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An Indian Elders Journey through
a Land of Ghests and S

KLﬂL Nerhurn

Author of Neither Wolf nor Dog
and Chief Joseph and the Flght of the Nez Perce



 $14.95

Kent Nerburn is coming! Kent Nerburn is coming! Don’t miss it!! He’ll be at Beagle Books on Wednesday, November 4th at 12:00 signing copies of his new book, The Wolf at Twilight, as well as his previous books. For those of you who missed Sally’s comments about this book in the August newsletter:

The book continues the story begun in Neither Wolf nor Dog. Nerburn and Indian elder Dan embark on a journey into Dan's past, facing the painful legacy of Indian boarding schools as they search to discover the fate of Dan's sister, Yellow Bird, who disappeared from one of the schools. Nerburn has a reputation for being able to bridge Native and non-Native cultures. If you have read Nerburn's earlier works, you'll want to read this beautifully told book. If you're not familiar with Nerburn's writing, this book will be a good place to start.

I am reading The Wolf at Twilight myself (and loving it), and can’t wait to have Nerburn here!

Blog!

Some of you have been pestering us that we need to have a blog, so, Jen finally started one! Go to www.beagle-books.com to see the first entry (it’s on the home page). It is also re-printed in this newsletter under Youth Yak, but this is the only time we plan to re-print a blog entry in the newsletter.
Just For Fun
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Jennie, Megan, and Jennifer on Halloween

Midwest Connections Picks
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November Picks:

The Chain Letter of the Soul: New and Selected Poems by Bill Holm  $26.95
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Musician. Curmudgeon. Trailblazer. Prairie Populist. Teacher. World traveler. Cultural critic. Humanitarian. Scholar. Skeptic. Insightful humorist. Charismatic speaker. Firebrand. Seer. Bill Holm was never afraid to say what was on his mind, and the readers of his more than a dozen books are all the better for it. 

Collecting the best and the newest poems from Bill Holm’s oeuvre, The Chain Letter of the Soul paints a portrait of a man of great heart, broad vision, and startling prescience. Fans will recognize many of their favorites, and new readers will be introduced to an enduring voice of American literature. 
In 2008, the McKnight Foundation granted Bill Holm the eleventh annual McKnight Distinguished 

Artist Award, and in his artist statement he provided the phrase for the title of this new and selected volume of poems: "For it is life we want. We want the world, the whole beautiful world, alive—and we alive in it. That is the actual god we long for and seek, yet we have already found it, if we open our senses, our whole bodies, thus our souls. That is why I have written and intend to continue until someone among you takes up the happy work of keeping the chain letter of the soul moving along into whatever future will come." Ultimately, in recording the individual observations of later life in this context, Holm confounds mortality by honoring a sense of an organic system that extends beyond birth and death.
Seldom Seen: A Journey into the Great Plains by Patrick Dobson $29.95
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In May 1995, with nothing but a backpack and a vague sense of disquiet, Patrick Dobson left his home and a steady if deadening job in Kansas City, Missouri. Over the next two and a half months he made his way to Helena, Montana, letting chance encounters guide him to a deeper sense of who he was and where he was going. His chronicle of this journey charts his experiences with the seldom-seen people of the small towns, the far-flung outposts, and the Great Plains that make up “our America.”

 

Beginning as a seeker, Dobson becomes a faithful recorder of other people’s search for contentment, introducing us to a firefighter with a farm at the end of the world, a fiery Christian conservative, a man sharing a van with a crowd of cats, a former circus carny who’s found the 

secret to living life, and a homeless Native American offering a special and enduring gift. Ridden out of a hostile Kansas town, sniffed by bears, confronted by bison and recalcitrant moose, Dobson cannot help but see how land, sky, weather, and a world of circumstances influence people. Against the majestic sweep of the open plains and endless horizon, his story is one of hope and desperation, richness and simplicity—a portrait of who we are in the heartland of America.

Healthy Bread in Five Minutes a Day: 100 New Recipes Featuring Whole Grains, Fruits, Vegetables, and Gluten-Free Ingredients by Jeff Hertzberg and Zoe Francois $27.99
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 From the authors of the groundbreaking, hugely popular Artisan Bread in Five Minutes a Day comes a new cookbook filled with quick and easy recipes for healthy bread.

The method is still quick and simple, producing professional-quality results with each warm, fragrant, hearty loaf.  In just five minutes a day of active preparation time, you can create delectable, healthy treats such as 100% Whole Wheat Bread, Whole Grain Garlic Knots with Olive Oil and Parsley, Black-and-White Braided Pumpernickel and Rye Loaf, Black Pepper Focaccia, Pumpkin Pie Brioche, Chocolate Tangerine Bars, and a variety of gluten-free breads.  About a dozen of the recipes are 100% whole grain.  

Healthy Bread in Five Minutes a Day will show you that there is time enough for home-baked 

bread, and that it can be part of a healthy diet. Calling all bread lovers: Whether you are looking for more whole grains, watching your weight, trying to reduce your cholesterol, or just care about what goes into your body, this book is a must-have.  Visit www.HealthyBreadInFive.com for more information.

Staff Picks




           Linda: 




          The Girl Who Played with Fire by Stieg Larsson $25.95 (paperback is due out in March!)
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 Linda says: Second in the trilogy (first was The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo), Larsson just keeps getting better.  Lisbeth Salander is the main suspect in the murders of two investigative reporters on the eve of their publishing an expose into the Swedish sex trade.  Her former lover and the publisher of the expose, Mikael Blomkvist is the only person who believes in her innocence.  I guarantee you'll have a hard time putting this one down.
The Gate at the Stairs by Lorrie Moore $25.95
       Linda says: Elegant prose with a heartbreaking story.
Gail:


Seeking Enlightenment by Nevada Barr $15
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 Gail says: Nevada Barr writes the Anne Pigeon mystery series.  In this book Nevada shares her spiritual search for meaning in life.  Booklist says "Her conclusion that one can believe in God (or any other higher being) and 

still live a life based on logic should appeal to other skeptics."  I liked her style and what she had to say.

Benny and Shrimp by Katarina Mazetti $14
Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout $14 Gail says: This book was a disappointment to me but others in the library book club thought there was a lot of food for thought.  It turned out to be one of the best discussions we have had.
Jennie:

Taking the Leap:  Freeing Ourselves from Old habits and Fears by Pema Chodron $21.95
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Sally:





     
The Lacuna by Barbara Kingsolver $26.99
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 Sally says: It's been a long wait for a new novel by one of my favorite authors--and what a great book this is! The protagonist is
Harrison Shepherd, the son of a man from the U.S. and a woman from Mexico. At various times, Shepherd lives in both countries, but isn't truly at home in either. In Mexico, he works for Diego Rivera and Leon Troksky, and forms a life-long friendship with Frida Kahlo. In the United States,
he becomes a famous author and is caught up in the witch hunt in the McCarthy era. The book is original and beautifully written. The events of Shepherd's life provide an opportunity to reflect on the issues in our country--and the world--today. You won't want to miss this book! It's
available at Beagle for $26.99. I know that it is 

one of the titles involved in the on-line price war. We can't survive if we sell books below cost, but we can offer friendly, knowledgeable booksellers to discuss books with you and suggest titles for you to read. As always, we appreciate
your business.
The Recipe Club by Andrea Israel and Nancy Garfinkel $24.99 Sally says: Lilly and Val were childhood friends, until an argument in their early twenties. They attempt to reconnect years later, after the death of Val's mother. The story, told mostly through e-mails, letters, and recipes is a quick read, but effectively explores how difficult it is to maintain a deep friendship over the years. The book is funny, poignant, and full of nostalgia. (Remember the days when every recipe started with a stick of butter?) I think this will be a great book for book groups to discuss. 

Cindie:
The King of Vodka: The Story of Pyotr Smirnov and the Upheaval of an Empire by Linda Himelstein $29.99
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 Cindie says: Himelstein has done an amazing amount of research into the social, political and spiritual world of Russia leading up to the Bolshevik Revolution. It’s more than just a story about a boy from the lowest rung of society making his way to the top.

The Happy Medium: Awakening to Your Natural Intuition by Jodi Livon $16.95
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.

Jennifer: 

19th Wife by David Ebershoff on audio $49.95  (paperback is $15)
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 Jennifer says: Such a great read! 19th Wife refers to two women, Ann Eliza Young, the 19th wife of Brigham Young and a fictional character, BeckyLyn Jordan (another 19th wife), 

in modern times, accused of murdering her husband. The author includes a lot of early Mormon history and the development of polygamy as a religious doctrine, both fascinating to me.

Wolf at Twilight: An Indian Elder's Journey Through a Land of Ghosts and Shadows by Kent Nerburn $14.95 (Did I mention Kent Nerburn is coming to Beagle on November 4th at 12?!)

Youth Yak

by Jennifer
Alcatraz Versus the Evil Librarians by Brandon Sanderson $6.99
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For this month’s Youth Yak, I’m inserting the first blog entry I did on Beagle’s home page. I don’t plan to ever include blog entries in our newsletter again, but this is just to give you a flavor of what the blog will be like. If you like the entry below, please visit the blog at www.beagle-books.com. (FYI – the blog will NOT be just for young readers books, this entry just happens to be):

I've fallen in love with a new character. Someone beautiful and young with a strong determination to conquer the misfortunes of life, you ask? Well, no. It's Grandpa Smedry from Brandon Sanderson's Alcatraz Versus the Evil Librarians. Sanderson's hero is Alcatraz, a not entirely likeable boy who comes from a family with unusual "talents". Alcatraz has the ability to break nearly anything (even a chicken). One of Al's cousins possesses the ability to trip and fall down, but my favorite is Grandpa Smedry who has the power (yes, the POWER) to be late. At first, this may seem not 
much like a power and more like a character flaw, but in fact, it is quite handy. For example, when an enemy attempts to shoot Grandpa with a gun, the target cannot be hit because Grandpa is late for the shot. Sanderson has taken a very popular genre (young adult fantasy) and put great twists into the story. To be honest, I suspect that Sanderson is a philosophy graduate student, who has chosen to write a young adult series rather than finish his dissertation (I'm completely making this up, so if you repeat this, you are in fact just gossiping). The book was recommended to me, oddly enough, by my librarian friend Becky, who has a great sense of humor. I'm about halfway through the book and loving it. The power to be late hits so close to my heart. Just think of all the misfortune I have probably avoided with my lateness!
Book Group Picks
Beagle Books Womens Book Group

Saturday, November 14th at 10AM:

19th Wife by David Ebershoff $15
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Beagle Books Mens Book Group
Tuesday, November 17th at 8AM:

Valeria’s Last Stand by Marc Fitten $24
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*Note: This book is Cindie’s favorite read of 2009. We’ve had scores of customers come back and tell us how much they love the book!

Other book groups have shared with us that they are reading the following picks in November:

Sonata for Miriam by Linda Olsson $15 (P.E.O. chapters in Park Rapids)
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How Starbucks Saved my Life by Michael Gates Gill $13 (Park Rapids Library)
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“A wake-up cal” —Star Tribune (Minneapolis)
“Inspiring” —The Harttord Courant
“One great read: —The Wall Street Journal
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The Other Boleyn Girl by Philippa Gregory $16 (Blue Stocking)
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Let us know what YOUR book group is reading, we’d love to know!
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