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Second Annual Pie Baking Contest!

by Jen
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(Chef John Michael Lerma with 2007 Pie Champ)

Last year, we had such a good time raising money for the Park Rapids Library with our pie baking contest, hosted by celebrity chef John Michael Lerma, that we’re doing it again this year! There is a $5 entry fee. We have four divisions for the pie contest, including a junior division for kids 8-12. The winner in each division will win $25 and a $25 gift certificate to Beagle Books/Sister Wolf Books. One of the four winners will be chosen as “Best in Show” and will win an additional $100, an additional $50 gift certificate to Beagle Books/Sister Wolf Books, and a prize basket of pie accessories worth over $200. At the end of the judging and awards, all the pies entered will be raffled off in front of Beagle Books. All the money from the raffled-off pies, plus the contest entry fees will be donated to the library. Last year we raised over $500. Our prizes this year have generously been donated by: Park Rapids Chrysler Center & Thielens Motors (cash prizes), an anonymous donor, and Chef John Michael Lerma. Come join in the fun!!!

Website

We have recently fixed a problem with our Beagle Books website. If you’ve tried to visit us online and found a site that said it was “under construction”, please look again – it’s been fixed! The address is: www.beagle-books.com
Midwest Connections Picks
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July Picks:                                                             This first one is especially dear to us… last summer, a nice man kept coming to the Wolf Den at Sister Wolf Books with his laptop. He was very pleasant, but kept to himself. When Sally did engage him in conversation, she learned the man was author Lin Enger and he was working on what she now knows is a wonderful book called Undiscovered Country!

Undiscovered Country by Lin Enger                [image: image3.jpg]


                                                     Sally says: Last January, Bob and I escaped the cold weather at home for a few days in San Diego. I took along a copy of Undiscovered Country which the author, Lin Enger had sent to me. The book took me to—a cold fall and winter in Minnesota—and I didn’t mind a bit! The book opens with seventeen year old Jesse Matson in a tree stand in November. When he heard a shot just before dusk, Jesse raced to his dad’s tree stand, finding his father dead, apparently from a self-inflicted rifle shot.

In the months which followed, Jesse tried to keep his family together and functioning, while struggling with his father’s death and issues of 

betrayal and justice. What did his father’s brother Clay, suddenly very attentive to Jesse’s mom, know about his father’s death?

This beautifully written book is a re-telling of the Hamlet story in contemporary Minnesota. I highly recommend it!

So Long at the Fair by Christina Schwarz   [image: image4.jpg]


                                                       The bestselling author of Drowning Ruth returns to small-town Wisconsin. As in Drowning Ruth, Schwarz weaves past and present into a richly textured portrait of the secrets and deceptions that simmer beneath everyday life in a small Midwestern town. In the summer of 1963 a plot for revenge destroys a career, a friendship, and a family. The consequences of the scandalous event continue to reverberate, touching the next generation. Thirty years later, over the course of one day, Jon struggles to decide whether to end his affair or his marriage. His wife, Ginny, moving closer to discovering his adultery, begins working for an older man who is mysteriously connected to their families’ pasts. And Jon’s mistress is being courted by a suitor who may be more menacing than he initially seems. As relationships among the characters ebb and flow on that July day, Christina Schwarz illuminates the ties that bind people together—and the surprising risks they take in the name of love.
Abbeville by Jack Fuller                          [image: image5.jpg]


 

Until the dot.com bubble burst, George Bailey never gave much thought to why his grandfather seemed so happy.  But then George’s wealth vanished, rocking his self-confidence, threatening his family’s security and making his adolescent son’s difficult life even more painful. Returning to the little Central Illinois farm town of Abbeville, where his grandfather had prospered and then fallen into ruin, flattened during the Depression, George seeks out the details of this man’s rise, fall, and spiritual rebirth, hoping he might find a way to recover himself. Abbeville sweeps through the history of late-19th through early-21st century America—among loggers stripping the North Woods bare, at the World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893, with French soldiers at the Battle of Verdun, into the abyss of the Depression, and finally toward the new millennium’s own nightmares. At the same time it examines life at its most intimate. How can one hold onto meaning amidst the brutally indifferent cycles of war and peace, flood and drought, boom and bust, life and death? 
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.

                                                                     Staff Reads                                                    Bob-                                                                  The Map That Changed the World: William Smith and the Birth of Modern Geology by Simon Winchester                                             [image: image8.jpg]the WORLD
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Brian-                                                                  Mortified: Real Words, Real People, Real Pathetic, edited by David Nadelberg       [image: image9.jpg]



Gail-                                                               The Great Awakening by Jim Wallis         [image: image10.jpg]FOREWORD BY JIMMY CARTER
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                                              Whistling Season by Ivan Doig – Gail says: Whistling Season is a great book, set in Montana with most of the action taking place in the one-room schoolhouse.  The story begins with an advertisement in the newspaper.  A woman states she is looking for a housekeeping job.  " I don't cook, and I don't bite".  In hopes that she really does cook, Oliver and his 3 sons answer this 

                                                      advertisement as his wife has died.  There is a twist at the end of the story that involves big secrets.  Ivan Doig is a great writer!                      
Cindie-                                                             The Undertaking: Life Studies from the Dismal Trade by Thomas Lynch                          [image: image11.jpg]e
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Hannah-                                                             The Pesthouse by Jim Crace                   Change of Heart by Jodi Picoult
Peony in Love by Lisa See
Fairest by Gail Carson Levine
Jennifer-                                                          Winning our Energy Independence by S. David Freeman                                                [image: image13.jpg]


 Stiff by Mary Roach                                           Animal, Vegetable, Miracle by Barbara Kingsolver, Stephen Hopp, and Camille Kingsolver       Charlie Bone and the Beast by Jenny Nimmo on audio
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Sally-                                                                
Truck: a Love Story by Michael Perry 

Tenderness of Wolves by Stef Penney

Song Without Words by Ann Packer on audio

Linda-

When Madeline was Young by Jane Hamilton
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The Space Between Us by Thrity Umrigar
Grace Eventually by Anne Lamott on audio


Rhoda- 

Third Angel by Alice Hoffman
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Rhoda says: It took me a bit to get into (unusual for me with Alice's books) but well worth the time! I love the ending. The book is an interesting interlacing of three women's lives.
 
Girl With No Shadow (sequel to Chocolat)  by Joanne Harris.  Rhoda says: If you like a story with lots of magic and talk of chocolate, this is the story for you!  Be sure you have a supply of the latter on hand though (
Youth Yak

Julia Gillian (and the Art of Knowing) Review

by Jen
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Julia Gillian (and the Art of Knowing) by Alison McGhee is a charming book about a girl named Julia, AKA “Noodlie”. The story is set in Minneapolis, but Julia’s acquaintance with her neighbors and local merchants makes the story feel like its set in a small town. Julia is creative; she makes her own paper-maiche masks, and depending on her mood, will wear a different mask. When she wants to feel brave, she wears her raccoon mask. Julia’s parents are both teachers and are both taking summer classes to “become better teachers”. They keep trying to interest Julia in books, but so far, she’s only found one book that’s captured her attention and she’s afraid to finish it because she has a feeling the book will have a sad ending. Julia has reason to be afraid; she’s rather gifted at “the art of knowing”. Meanwhile, Julia is busy with her daily routine of walking her dog in their nine-block parameters, mastering the claw machine so she can move on to learn juggling, and convincing a neighborhood girl who’s about to enter kindergarten that it really will be ok. Julia doesn’t save the world or go on any fantastic journeys, but she’s a great kid with integrity, even if she does tease the neighborhood snob dog by telling him, “Sorry you can’t go to the DOG PARK”. I highly recommend this as a read-aloud-together book for girls and moms, grandmas, uncles, whoever!

Beagle Books Book Group Reminders

Beagle Books Men’s Group meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 8AM. On July 15th, they’ll discuss The Map That Changed the World: William Smith and the Birth of Modern Geology by Simon Winchester.
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Sister Wolf Books Book Group Reminders

The Women’s Wednesday morning group meets every other Wednesday at 9:00. On July 2nd, they’ll discuss When Madeline was Young by Jane Hamilton.
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On July 16th, they’ll discuss Tenderness of Wolves by Stef Penney.
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The Women’s Thursday evening group meets every other Thursday at 7PM. On July 10th, they’ll discuss Five Skies by Ron Carlson. 
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On Thursday, July 24th, the women’s book groups will have a joint pot luck and discuss
Animal, Vegetable, Miracle by Barbara Kingsolver. 

[image: image22.jpg]ANIMAL,
VEGETABLE,
MiRAGLE
ammEm
BARBARA
KINGSOLVER





Call Sister Wolf at 732-7565 for details and directions. 
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