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So Bright, Yielding, and Humble
by Jen

Sally and I are just back from a bookselling conference called Midwinter Institute, hosted by the American Booksellers Association. This year, the conference was held in Louisville. (I looked for Barbara Kingsolver, never saw her). The highlight of the weekend for me was meeting Leif Enger, author of Peace Like a River. On the plane ride to Louisville, I brought along a review copy of Enger’s new book that will be released in May, titled So Brave, Young, and Handsome. While I was pulling out my copy of the book, I noticed another bookseller across the aisle from me also pulling out the same book. We chuckled over this and plunged into our respective copies. At the conference, we attended an author reception one night, a room with 40 authors, 500 booksellers, wine, and cheese – it’s awesome to say the least. We, of course, patiently waited in line to meet Leif Enger. When we reached the author, I told him about reading his book on the plane, and he told me, somewhat shyly, “I know, I was sitting behind you.” Furthermore, he visited Sister Wolf Books last summer, but didn’t identify himself to staff!
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If it looks like Mr. Enger is propping me up, he is. When this picture was taken, I was still trying to recover from learning I’d sat in front of him on the plane. By the way, you have a treat in store for you when Enger’s new book arrives at Sister 

Wolf Books and Beagle Books in May. I’ll review the book closer to the pub date.

We also got to meet Augusten Burroughs, author of Running with Scissors and Dry! You’ll be glad to know he also has a new book, titled A Wolf at the Table: A Memoir due out the end of April. 
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Sally and Augusten Burroughs

Events

On Saturday, February 23rd at 12:00, authors Arvid Lloyd Williams and Bonnie Shallbetter of the Hawk’s Valley series will be signing at Beagle Books. The latest book in the Hawk series, Hawk's Quest: A Superior Pursuit, was released this past December. Arvid and Bonnie will be in costume as pictured below, so don’t miss this event!
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*Writers – don’t forget the deadline for Jackpine Writers’ Bloc Talking Stick Vol. 17 is March 1st!
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Minnesota Book Awards Update

The preliminary judging round has been completed and here is the short list:

Children's Literature:
-Emmy and the Incredible Shrinking Rat by Lynne Jonell 
-Farmer Cap by Jill Kalz 
-Guess What is Growing Inside This Egg by Mia Posada 
-The Perfect Nest by Catherine Friend 

General Nonfiction:
-The Art of Subtext: Beyond Plot by Charles Baxter 
-Looking for Asian America: An Ethnocentric Tour by Wing Young Huie 
-The Replacements: All Over But the Shouting – An Oral History by Jim Walsh 
-That the World May Know: Bearing Witness to Atrocity by James Dawes 

Memoir & Creative Nonfiction:
-The Dog Says How by Kevin Kling 
-The Florist’s Daughter by Patricia Hampl 
-Home on the Road: Further Dispatches from the Ends of the Earth by Catherine Watson 
-The Wet Collection by Joni Tevis 

Genre Fiction:
-Code Black by Philip Donlay 
-Maiden Rock by Mary Logue 
-Protect and Defend by Vince Flynn 
-Thunder Bay by William Kent Krueger 

Minnesota:
-Creating Minnesota: A History from the Inside Out by Annette Atkins 
-Land of Amber Waters: The History of Brewing in Minnesota by Doug Hoverson                            -Mike Lynch’s Minnesota Weatherwatch: A Complete Guide for Weather-Obsessed Minnesotans by Mike Lynch 
-We Are at Home: Pictures of the Ojibway People by Bruce White 

Novel & Short Story:
-The Last Communist Virgin by Wang Ping 
-Pretty Little Mistakes by Heather McElhatton 
-Pontoon by Garrison Keillor 
-The View from Mount Joy by Lorna Landvik 

Poetry:
-Music for Landing Planes By by Éireann Lorsung 
-The Resurrection Trade by Leslie Adrienne Miller 
-This Brightness by William Reichard 
-Willow Room, Green Door by Deborah Keenan 

Young Adult Literature:
-Billie Standish was Here by Nancy Crocker 
-Chasing Tail Lights by Patrick Jones 
-Defect by Will Weaver 
-Falling Boy by Alison McGhee 

Among our favorites include authors who have visited Beagle Books and Sister Wolf Books: William Kent Krueger, Deborah Keenan, and Will Weaver! Good luck!

We’ll keep you posted……..
Staff Reads
Bob-

Stirring It Up: How to Make Money and Save the World by Gary Hirshberg
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Gary Hirshberg is the CEO (or CE-Yo as he says) and founder of Stonyfield Farm Yogurt. If you’re interested in combining business and green environmental practices (and making money), read this book!

Brian-

Eats, Shoots and Leaves: The Zero Tolerance Approach to Punctuation by Lynne Trusse
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Cindie-

Home on the Road: Further Dispatches from the Ends of the Earth by Catherine Watson 
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Catherine Watson is also the author of Roads Less Traveled: Dispatches from the Ends of the Earth. 

Watson was a travel writer for many years for the Star Tribune. Home on the Road has been short listed for the Minnesota book award in the memoir & creative nonfiction category.

Chris-

No Country for Old Men by Cormac McCarthy
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Innocent Man by John Grisham

Hannah-

In the Time of Butterflies by Julia Alvarez
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Jennifer-

In Defense of Food: An Eater’s Manifesto by Michael Pollan on audio
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In Defense of Food was written in response to readers who read Pollan’s Omnivore’s Dilemma and then asked, “So what do we eat?” If you gobbled up Kingsolver’s Animal, Vegetable, Miracle and Pollan’s Omnivore’s Dilemma, this is the next logical book for you – a must read!! (Hint: if you find the first 20% of the book dry reading, STICK WITH IT, you’ll be well rewarded!)

Monique and the Mango Rains: Two Years with a Midwife in Mali by Kris Holloway

Sally-

The Air Between Us by Debra Johnson
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Linda-

Someone Knows My Name by Lawrence Hill
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“Someone Knows My Name is about an eight-year-old African girl captured by slave traders in the mid-1700s and her ensuing life as a slave in America.  I've learned lots and it's been a great read.”
 
The Senator's Wife by Sue Miller on audio; 
The Appeal byJohn Grisham


Rhoda-

Gods Behaving Badly by Marie Phillips
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“I took a hilarious literary journey into Greek mythology: Greek gods Apollo, Artemis, Aphrodite and others are residing in current day London and are involved in all sorts of naughty mishaps.  Laugh-out-loud fun.”


Youth Yak
by Jen
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When I was a young child, I really didn’t understand that Valentine’s Day was about romantic love. My family celebrated Feb. 14th as a general love holiday and judging by the requests we’ve had at Beagle for grandparents 

seeking books for their “most beloved”, I’d say many of you view Valentine’s as a family holiday as well. Here are a few board books that we love and hope you will too!

Tomie's Little Book of Love by Tomie de Paola
[image: image16.jpg]



These twenty-eight verses, familiar and unfamiliar, reflect feelings of love on many different occasions—young love, hopeful love, wooing and courting, weddings and marriages, love of pets, love of a dolly—making this board book perfect for children, young and older. 

Tomie’s wonderful art in gorgeous colors features people from many cultures, in old-fashioned settings and dress, and always with humor, sweetness and love. 

Ideal for Valentine’s Day, and to be read and looked at all year round!

Tomie’s Little Book of Love is available at Beagle Books for $7.99.

If you love Tomie DePaola, but your listener requires fewer words per page, try I Love You Sun, I Love You, Moon by Karen Pandell, illustrated by Depaola. This sweet, heart-shaped board book has minimal words per page, wonderful illustrations, and an affirmative message.
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I Love You Sun, I Love You Moon is available at Beagle Books for $6.99.

I Love You Stinky Face by Lisa Mccourt
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For the child resistant to cuddling and loving overtures, this book is a great compromise: wonderful illustrations of monsters, dinosaurs, and other unsavory creatures, mushy text for the adult reader.

"But Mama, but Mama, what if I were a super smelly skunk, and I smelled so bad that my name was Stinky Face?" Lisa McCourt and Cyd Moore beautifully weave a reassuring tale of the love and affection of a parent. The imaginative son turns himself into a meat-eating dinosaur, a swamp creature and much, much more before being satisfied with the fact that no matter how stinky he is or how slimy of a creature he could possibly be, he is loved and nothing will change that.

I Love You Stinky Face is available at Beagle Books for $6.99.

Beagle Book Group Reminders
**Beagle Books Second Thursday Group (Women’s Group) will meet on TUESDAY, Feb. 12th at 7PM to discuss Birth House by Ami McKay.
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Beagle Books Men’s Group meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 8AM. On February 18th, they’ll be discussing Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals by Michael Pollan.
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Newsletter Coupon
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20% off any one book.







